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TABLE 1
Scoring Criteria for the Narrative Coherence Coding Scheme



Criteria
Context: Orienting the narrative



in time and space
Chronology: Relating components



along timeline Theme: Maintaining and elaborating on topic



Level 0 No information about time or
location is provided.



Narrative consists of a list of actions with
minimal or no information about temporal
order.



The narrative is substantially off topic and=or
characterized by multiple digressions that
make the topic difficult to identify. No
attempt to repair digressions.



Level 1 Partial information is provided;
there is mention of time or
location at any level of
specificity.



Naı̈ve listener can place some but not most of
the events on a timeline. Fewer than half of
the temporally relevant actions can be
ordered on a timeline with confidence.



A topic is identifiable and most of the
statements relate to it. The narrative may
include minimal development of the topic
through causal linkages, or personal
evaluations and reactions, or elaborations
of actions.



Level 2 Both time and place are
mentioned, but no more than
one dimension is specific.



Naı̈ve listener can place between 50% and
75% of the relevant actions on a timeline
but cannot reliably order the entire story
from start to finish with confidence.



The narrative substantially develops the topic.
Several instances of causal linkages, and=or
interpretations, and=or elaborations of
previously reported actions are included.



Level 3 Both time and place are mentioned
and both are specific.



Naı̈ve listener can order almost all (>75%) of
the temporally relevant actions. This
includes cases in which the speaker marks
deviations from temporal order or repairs a
violated timeline.



Narrative includes all the above and a
resolution to the story, or links to other
autobiographical experiences including
future occurrences, or self-concept or
identity. Resolution brings closure and
provides new information.
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