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INTRODUCTION: ED PROVIDERS

Intro statement for facilitator to read: The purpose of this interview/focus group, is to understand challenges to and
resources supporting implementation of the NHLBI recommendations for treatment of SCD, specifically treatment of VOE,
into routine practice. This information will help us move forward with strategies to implement the recommendations and
improve health for individuals living with SCD.

Overarching question: Please describe your practice and the population of individuals with sickle cell disease you see
in practice.

e For example, what are the approximate numbers of patients, age ranges, demographic and clinical
characteristics, etc.?

e What is the most common reasons for patient visits?

INTERACTIONS WITH SCD SPECIALISTS AND PCPS

1. Overarching question: Tell me about how you interact with SCD specialists or PCP’s related to SCD patients.

Probes:

e Do you have a provider you can refer patients to?
e Do you have other resources you can refer patients to?

e Canyou refer patients to case management?

OPIOIDS IN THE ED

2. Overarching question: Tell me about your treatment for sickle cell pain?

Probes:
o Tell me about your comfort level prescribing opioids for treatment of VOC in the ED?
e How do you decide how to treat a patient with sickle cell pain?

e How do you decide which drugs and routes of treatment to use?



Is there anything you would change about the care you provide patients during sickle cell pain episodes?
Are you aware of the NHLBI recommendations for treatment of sickle cell pain?

What are the barriers to providing good pain management in your ED?

Are there specific challenges or barriers that adolescents face in your ED?

What would you need to provide better care to sickle cell patients in your ED?

Tell me how you advocate for patients right to pain medication.

Tell me how you ensure opioid safe prescribing practices?

Tell me about how and when you prescribe opioids at discharge.

What factors most influences the likelihood you would prescribe opioids at discharge?



