In the UK, osteopathy is statutory regulated by the General Osteopathic Council (GOsC) and there are 11 higher education institutions providing pre-registration education training courses [1]. Students completeattend a minimum of at least 1,000 hours of superevised clinical practice and follow a four-year full-time or five-year part-time course, obtaining a B.Sc. (Hons), B.Ost. or Master Degree in osteopathy (M.Ost.) depending on the school attended. Moreover, medical practitioners and physiotherapists are able to follow a 2 year full-time course (completing attending 1,000 hours of clinical education hours) to obtain an MSc in Osteopathy (pre-registration). Non-UK qualified osteopaths are able to join the GOsC following an assessment of their competence profile [2].
In Italy, osteopathy is not regulated, the quality of the teaching is controlled by the Registro degli Osteopati d'Italia (ROI – National Italian Register) in 24 schools, among them 19 have also full-time programme [3]. Students are required to should attend a minimum of t least 1,000 hours (full-time programmesclasses) or 150 hours (part-time programmesclasses) of supervised osteopathic clinical practice to graduate [4]. Graduates obtain a DO - Diploma in Osteopathy. Since 1989, ROI is playing a key role for the statutory regulation of osteopathy in Italy. 

In Belgium, although a legislation (Colla Law) on non-conventional medical practices, which including es osteopathy, exists was passed since 1999, theis law has not yet been implemented.[5] In 2012, The Chamber of Osteopathy, a formal body of the Ministry of Health, decided in 2012 that the level of training in osteopathy should be at master level [6].Currently, tThere are five education institutions offering training in osteopathy, four of which are private and only one officially recognised full-time university programme. Students, of the six-year full-time university programme, graduate with a master in motor sciences (osteopathy department) and a master in clinical osteopathy and have attended 1,380 hours of clinical practice. Students of the private institutions follow a four to six year part- or full-time course and three out of four offer the opportunity to obtain a master degree in collaboration with a higher education institute in another countryabroad [5]. 

In France, osteopathy has been regulated since 2002. The first accreditation occurred in 2007 by the French Government. Currently, there are 30 schools providing full-time education, which ranges from five to six years in duration. There are 45 part-time courses, with variable length, the only requirement being in the total number of hours, which varies depending on the previous degree qualification [7, 8]. At the time of this study, the minimum required number of clinical education hours to be attended to graduate as an osteopath was not specified by the law. Last year, students of IdHEO were approaching 1200 hours when the questionnaires were sent. In December 2014, a new law set the number of clinical hours at 1,500 hours (full time course)  and 150 validated consultations (both full time and part time courses). Students graduate with a Diploma in Osteopathy (DO). There is no single statutory regulatory body for osteopathy in France. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the Netherlands, osteopathy is not regulated as a distinct profession and is not protected by law [9]. Osteopathic training is offered by three private institutions that are registered and controlled by the Dutch Register of Osteopaths (Nederlands Register voor Osteopathie - NRO). Students follow a four to six year part- or full- time course and complete attend a minimum of 500 (part-time course) or 1,200 clinical education hours (full-time course) [10]; students. They  graduate with a Diploma in Osteopathy (DO).  
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