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Text S6
RESULTS FROM EXPLORATORY SAMPLING FOR PHOSPHOROUS

Our only insights into phosphate concentrations in our study areas were based upon exploratory surveys we conducted at wetlands in the UMR (three sites), the SCNSR (four sites), and VNP (three sites) in 2002, during which we collected grab samples from the water column at each site and sent them to the USGS National Water Quality Laboratory in Denver, Colorado, where they were analyzed for total phosphorous via a semi-automated colorimetry process. Results showed that median and first and third quartile concentrations of total phosphorous among these sites per area were 0.081, 0.047, and 0.083 for VNP; 0.13, 0.027, and 0.65 for the SCNSR; and 0.22, 0.16, and 0.26 mg/L for the UMR. This range of concentrations across these three study areas was similar to those Rohr et al. [1] reported for phosphates at their sites in Minnesota.
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