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This company often engages universities to assist in evaluating new communications technologies, particularly software algorithms. The case in point involved collaboration with a major university on evaluating a coding system that facilitates correction of errors that inevitably arise in long distance wireless transmissions. The collaboration was initiated by contacts between company and university researchers made at academic conferences. The project continued for two or three years and focused on development of tools to measure the coding system’s performance and possible applications. University and company researchers worked closely together, and the former developed helpful interpretive algorithms. As is often the case with this company’s university collaborations, patentable inventions did not arise; however, patents did arise from in-house basic and development teams working together and building upon the university collaboration. However, when patentable discoveries do arise in the context of university collaborations, the company expects to co-own the patents. Uniquely among all the interviewed Japanese companies, the respondent said that his company does not try to control the content of academic publications (aside from making sure the company’s own trade secrets are not revealed) and it supports the freedom of academic researchers to publish their findings.
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