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Figure S2.  Nucleotide bases can be encoded using a binary representation of each base 
where a pair of binary values is used to represent (A) a single nucleotide (a single bit of binary
data - 0 or 1 - is insu�cient to encode to all nucleotide bases).  When encoding sequence tags
using their binary representation (B), the binary designation for each base can be arbitrary
but must be systematic.  The binary representation (C) of each sequence tag is then used in
place of the nucleotide representation to compute the  desired distance metric and for
subsequent sample identi�cation.


