Table S1.  Morphometric data in debilitated loggerhead sea turtles (Caretta caretta) stranded along the southeast U.S. compared to healthy control turtles. 
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Variable DT dead [ X] A-died [Y] A-survived [A] B C D control turtles [H]

SCL (cm) 

Mean ± SD 71.0 ± 9.7  68.1 ± 12.9  71.0 ± 11.1  70.3 ± 11.3 70.3 ± 11.6 73.7 ± 11.9 65.9 ± 11.2

Median (Range) 71.0 (56.5 - 90.5) 67.9 (50.5 - 91.6) 69.4 (55.5 - 90) 69.3 (54.8 - 89.2) 69.2 (54.7 - 90.0) 72.0 (55.1 - 91.0) 63.8 (42.3 - 95.5)

n [NSD] 17 12 12 6 6 9 181

Body mass (kg)

Mean ± SD 38.5 ± 4.1 36.7 ± 17.5 45.0 ± 19.4  42.5 ± 18.7  46.1 ± 20.9 62.5 ± 41.6 50.2 ± 31.9

Median (Range) 38 (18.6 - 79.5) 35.7 (22.0 - 84.0) 38.4 (19.0 - 80.0) 37.4 (20.5 - 80.1) 43.8 (21.1 - 84.4) 48.5 (23.5 - 160) 38.6 (11.6 - 141)

n [sig dif from] 16 11 12 [D] 7 [D] 6 9 [AB] 138

Plastron  concavity (cm)

Mean ± SD 4.7 ± 2.0 2.5 ± 1.8 1.4 ± 1.2 1.1 ± 1.4 0.3 ± 0.6 0 0.5

Median (Range) 4.8 (1.5 - 9.0) 1.7 (0 - 5.6) 1.5 (0 - 2.8) 0.7 (0 - 3.6) 0 (0 - 1.5) 0 (0 - 0) 0.5

n [sig dif from] 15 [ABCD]  9 [CD]   6 [X]  6 [X]  6 [XY]  6 [XY]  1

Body condition index

Mean ± SD 10.9 ± 1.1 12.7 ± 3.4 12.0 ± 1.4 12.2 ± 0.7 12.7 ± 1 14.9 ± 2.9 15.6 ± 1.7

Median (Range) 11.1 (8.2 - 13.0) 11.5 (8.8 - 21.6) 11.5 (10.8 - 15.6) 12.2 (11.3 - 13.0) 13.1 (11.2 - 13.5) 14 (12.1 - 21.2) 15.4 (11.4 - 22.5)

n [sig dif from] 16 [DH] 11 [DH] 12 [DH] 6 [H] 6 [H] 8 [XYA] 137 [XYABC]

Values  of debilitated sea turtles by health category

a

a Each category of turtle was assigned a letter found in brackets in the column headers.  DT dead = debilitated turtles that were dead at time of stranding, sample collection at time of stranding; A-died = turtles that died shortly after stranding, sample collection at time of stranding; A-survived = turtles that survived and were released after successful rehabilitation, sample collection at time of stranding; B = sample collection from survivors approximately 1 week after beginning to eat; C = sample collection from survivors approximately 1 to 10 weeks after B sample; D = sample collection from survivors immediately prior to release.  H = control turtles that represent apparently healthy turtles.

Statistically significant differences among DT categories are shown in brackets in the sample size rows.  NSD = not significantly difference from any turtle category.

Abbreviations:  SCL (straight carapace length notch to notch)


