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Anonymous plaque
The epithet kolokasion was found on a marble plaque dated to the 4th or 5th century AD, and dedicated to a Jewish man whose nickname was kolokasion: "Grave of Jeremias Kolokasios. Iose and Theodotous (who) (made this) for their son” [1]. Although the circumstances of its original acquisition are unknown, the plaque is supposed to come from the Syro-Palestinian coast. The name engraved on the plaque was interpreted by Schwartz [1] as a reference to the edible root of the Egyptian bean (N. nucifera). There is nothing, however, in the plaque itself to support any particular interpretation of the term colocasia. However, the use of a plant name to identify people has been reported for many languages. In Sicily, Culcasi and Culcasio are recorded from the 13th century as common surnames of Greek origin, associated with the plant colocasia [2]. In Cyprus, the Greek name for taro (kolokasi) was adopted as a formal surname (Colocasides) by several families when the British administration forced islanders to use the surname, first name system. According to one member of the Colocasides family, the name had been given to an ancestor because of his greedy appreciation of taro served at a wedding banquet (Matthews, unpublished field notes). 
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