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Columella’s colocasia
In De Re Rustica (8,15,4), Columella (60s-70s AD), suggests planting colocasia in the middle part of decorative ponds “together with other green stuff which generally grows in the water and provides shade for the haunts of the waterfowl” [1]. Griffiths [2] interprets Columella as a reference to the sacred lotus, noting that images of lotus as a centerpiece of courtyard pools can be found among the buried mosaics and wall paintings of Pompei. However, in the courtyard gardens of Italy and Spain, there is a modern practice of planting taro on raised areas in the middle of ponds, often with waterlilies or lotus in the surrounding water. The reference to colocasia in Columella could therefore refer to either taro or lotus.
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