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Author, Publication Year Country Study type Participants' 

selection

Variable 

measurament

Control 

confounding

Design 

specific bias

Statistical 

method bias

Risk of Bias

Armstrong et al, 1999 USA Observational Moderate Low Low NA Low Moderate

Armstrong et al, 2000 USA Observational Moderate Moderate Low NA Low High

Bishai et al, 2000 USA Observational Moderate Low Low NA Low Moderate

Ferrandina et al, 2010 Italy Observational Low Moderate Low NA Low Moderate

Hu and Goldie, 2008 USA Cost analysis NA NA NA NA NA NA

Mennini et al, 2009 Italy Review article NA NA NA NA NA NA

Merito et al, 2008 Italy Observational Low Low Low NA Low Low

Rassu et al, 2005 Italy Observational Moderate Low Low NA Low Moderate 

Rossi et al, 2009 Italy Observational Low Low Low NA Low Low

Suligoi et al, 2010 Italy Observational Moderate Low Low NA Low Moderate

Vittori et al, 2008 Italy Observational Moderate Low Low NA Low Moderate

WHO/ICO, 2006 Italy Observational Moderate Low Low NA Low Moderate
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		Appendix 3. Risk of bias assessment on included studies that reported epidemiological or economic data used to inform the cost analysis

		Author, Publication Year		Country		Study type		Participants' selection		Variable measurament		Control confounding		Design specific bias		Statistical method bias		Risk of Bias

		Armstrong et al, 1999		USA		Observational		Moderate		Low		Low		NA		Low		Moderate

		Armstrong et al, 2000		USA		Observational		Moderate		Moderate		Low		NA		Low		High

		Bishai et al, 2000		USA		Observational		Moderate		Low		Low		NA		Low		Moderate

		Ferrandina et al, 2010		Italy		Observational		Low		Moderate		Low		NA		Low		Moderate

		Hu and Goldie, 2008		USA		Cost analysis		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA

		Mennini et al, 2009		Italy		Review article		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA

		Merito et al, 2008		Italy		Observational		Low		Low		Low		NA		Low		Low

		Rassu et al, 2005		Italy		Observational		Moderate		Low		Low		NA		Low		Moderate 

		Rossi et al, 2009		Italy		Observational		Low		Low		Low		NA		Low		Low

		Suligoi et al, 2010		Italy		Observational		Moderate		Low		Low		NA		Low		Moderate

		Vittori et al, 2008		Italy		Observational		Moderate		Low		Low		NA		Low		Moderate

		WHO/ICO, 2006		Italy		Observational		Moderate		Low		Low		NA		Low		Moderate
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