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After this article [1] was published, concerns were raised about some of the western blot panels

in Fig 4D. Specifically:

• The β-actin vector SRC panel is rotated by 180˚ and duplicated as the β-actin scramble miR-

34a panel.

• The BRCA1 panel in Fig 4A in [2] is adjusted, mirrored vertically, and duplicated as the Ras-

GTP mock DADS panel in Fig 4D in [1].

In response to queries about the experiments in Fig 4D in [1], the corresponding author

stated that the β-actin vector SRC panel was duplicated as the β-actin scramble miR-34a panel

in error, and that the BRCA1 panel in Fig 4A in [2] was duplicated as the Ras-GTP mock

DADS panel in Fig 4D in [1] in error. The corresponding author stated that the original data

underlying the SRC panel in Fig 4C and the Ras-GTP vector SRC and ERK mock DADS panels

in Fig 4D are no longer available. The corresponding author provided the original data under-

lying the remainder of Fig 4, but the PLOS ONE Editors have concerns about the authenticity

of these images.

In addition, during editorial follow-up, similarities were noted between this article [1] and

submissions and communications by other research groups.

In light of the above issues, which could not be resolved with the underlying data provided,

and concerns around data handling, the PLOS ONE Editors retract this article.

HT, XXiao, and FY did not agree with the retraction. BC, XL, PL, GZ, and XXie either did

not respond directly or could not be reached.

HT stands by the article’s findings.
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