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Abstract

Background: Abnormal white matter development may disrupt integration within neural circuits, causing particular
impairments in higher-order behaviours. In autism spectrum disorders (ASDs), white matter alterations may contribute to
characteristic deficits in complex socio-emotional and communication domains. Here, we used diffusion tensor imaging
(DTI) and tract based spatial statistics (TBSS) to evaluate white matter microstructure in ASD.

Methods/Principal Findings: DTl scans were acquired for 19 children and adolescents with ASD (~8-18 years; mean
12.4%3.1) and 16 age and IQ matched controls (~8-18 years; mean 12.3%3.6) on a 3T MRI system. DTI values for fractional
anisotropy, mean diffusivity, radial diffusivity and axial diffusivity, were measured. Age by group interactions for global and
voxel-wise white matter indices were examined. Voxel-wise analyses comparing ASD with controls in: (i) the full cohort (ii),
children only (=12 yrs.), and (iii) adolescents only (>12 yrs.) were performed, followed by tract-specific comparisons.
Significant age-by-group interactions on global DTl indices were found for all three diffusivity measures, but not for
fractional anisotropy. Voxel-wise analyses revealed prominent diffusion measure differences in ASD children but not
adolescents, when compared to healthy controls. Widespread increases in mean and radial diffusivity in ASD children were
prominent in frontal white matter voxels. Follow-up tract-specific analyses highlighted disruption to pathways integrating
frontal, temporal, and occipital structures involved in socio-emotional processing.

Conclusions/Significance: Our findings highlight disruption of neural circuitry in ASD, particularly in those white matter
tracts that integrate the complex socio-emotional processing that is impaired in this disorder.
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Introduction

Autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) are neurodevelopmental
disorders, characterized by impaired social interaction, impaired
communication, and repetitive, restrictive, and stereotyped
interests, activities and behaviors [1]. Atypical brain growth in
young children with ASD prominently affects cortical white matter
[2]. White matter is comprised of myelinated bundles of axons
capable of rapid transmission of electrical signals between distant
brain regions. Efficient conduction of information along cortico-
cortical white matter tracts is necessary for the integrated brain
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activity that, in healthy people, mediates the complex socio-
emotional and communication task performance that is otherwise
impaired in ASD. To date, several studies have examined the
microstructural properties of white matter in ASD, but only a
small number have rigorously examined such properties through-
out the brain.

Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) studies have found regional
volumetric differences when comparing ASD subjects to healthy
controls [3]. Among these brain regions, the frontal lobe is often
reported as susceptible by virtue of differences in gray matter
volume, white matter volume, or both [4]. Several imaging studies
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have highlighted white matter and specifically, frontal lobe white
matter, as particularly altered in ASD [4,5,6,7]. Interestingly,
although broad volumetric differences are prominent and
consistent in early ASD, such differences have not been found in
adolescents or adults with ASD [4,5,8,9]. More recently, an MRI
technique, known as diffusion tensor imaging (DTT) has been used
to infer properties of white matter microstructure in the brain in a
manner not possible with conventional MRI. DTI based
approaches can be used to characterize microstructure in white
matter tracts that serve to integrate complex neural circuitry,
responsible for the higher-order brain functions that are otherwise
impaired in ASD.

Voxel-based, region-of-interest, and tractography-based DTI
approaches have been used to characterize white matter
abnormalities in ASD brain [10,11,12,13,14]. Several studies have
explored whole brain white matter for evidence of widespread
disturbance in ASD using voxel-based morphometry (VBM) style
analyses (traditionally used to localize differences in grey matter
density). These studies have found evidence of reductions in
fractional anisotropy (FA), an index of white matter integrity,
across prefrontal [15,16,17], superior, middle and inferior
temporal white matter regions [11,15,18], and the corpus callosum
[11,15] in ASD. However, VBM-style analyses in D'TT are limited
by misalignment and arbitrarily applied smoothing parameters
that can drive abnormal results [19,20]. Recently, a newer
approach, known as tract based spatial statistics (TBSS), that
resolves certain methodological issues associated with VBM style
analyses and provides an optimized method for voxel-wise
comparisons of diffusion properties of white matter [19], has been
applied to ASD. This preliminary work has found evidence of
widespread abnormalities of white matter in ASD, with some
evidence for prominent effects in frontal white matter regions
[10,13,21,22]. In addition, TBSS studies indicate that age may
have a significant effect on white matter differences in ASD
[13,22], possibly relating to the timing of white matter disruption
in the ASD brain. TBSS studies are now providing evidence of
widespread white matter differences at the voxel-based level in
ASD, however, questions remain regarding whether altered
structural connectivity in specific long-range white matter
pathways may disrupt neural circuits that relate to the functional
impairments that characterize this disorder.

In the present study, we investigated white matter in ASD
children and adolescents compared to controls using DTI. Our
first aim was to replicate TBSS studies finding widespread white
matter differences in ASD using FA, mean diffusivity (MD), axial
and radial diffusivity values as DTT indices of underlying white
matter microstructure, and to examine whether age, in addition to
diagnosis, predicted differences in ASD. Second, we extended
previous studies by following up our TBSS findings with tract-
specific examinations of select white matter pathways that
demonstrated impairment at the voxel-based level. We predicted
that frontal white matter pathways that integrate higher-order
social and cognitive circuitry would be most altered in ASD,
providing further insight into structure-function relationships in
this disorder.

Methods

Participants

Participants were children and adolescents with full scale
IQ>70 as estimated by the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for
Children-IV [23]. Children and adolescents with a history of co-
morbid psychiatric or medical conditions (e.g., epilepsy), a history
of head injury, or of a genetic disorder associated with autism (e.g.,
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fragile X syndrome), were excluded. The ASD group consisted of
19 unmedicated participants, ~8-18 years of age (3 females; 16
males), recruited through the Seaver Autism Center at Mount
Sinai School of Medicine (New York, United States). Diagnoses of
Autistic or Asperger’s Disorder were made based on DSM-IV-TR
criteria and were supported by the Autism Diagnostic Observation
Schedule (ADOS) [24] and Autism Diagnostic Interview-Revised
(ADI-R) [25]. A diagnosis of Asperger’s Disorder was made in 14
participants (2 females, 12 males) without history of language
delay. Conversely, Autistic Disorder was diagnosed in 5 partici-
pants (1 female child, 2 male children, and 2 male adolescents)
with a history of delayed phrase speech (>36 months). Sixteen
typically developing control children and adolescents, ~8-18
years of age (8 females; 8 males), were recruited using
advertisements in local media. The study was approved by the
Institutional Review Board of the Mount Sinai School of Medicine
and informed consent was obtained for all participants as per the
Helsinki agreement and institutional guidelines.

Data Acquisition

All brain scans were performed on a 3-T Siemens Allegra head-
dedicated MRI system. DTT scans were acquired using a pulsed-
gradient spin-echo sequence with echo-planar imaging acquisition
[repetition time =4100 msec, echo time =80 msec, field of
view =21 cm, matrix = 128x128, 28 slices, thickness=3 mm,
skip=1 mm, B-factor=1250 seconds/mm?, 1 non-diffusion-
weighted (B=0) and 12 diffusion-weighted acquisitions, five
averages].

Image analysis

All data were transferred off-line to a Linux-based workstation
and processed with the Functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging
of the Brain Software library (FSL 4.1; www.fmrib.ox.ac.uk/fsl/)
and ANALYZE 9.0 software (www.mayo.edu/bir/Software/
Analyze/Analyze) [26,27,28]. First, DICOM files of each DTI
acquisition were converted into a single multi-volume Neuroim-
aging Informatics Technology Initiative (NIFTT) file. The
diffusion-weighted images were registered to the non-diffusion
weighted image by affine transformations to minimize distortions
due to eddy currents and simple head motion (eddy_correct)
[29,30,31]. Non-brain tissue components and background noise
were removed using Brain Extraction Tool in FSL 4.1, and quality
of image acquisition inspected prior to further processing. The
diffusion tensor was then fitted at each voxel [32] using FSL 4.1
Diftusion Toolbox software and diffusion maps produced for FA,
MD, and the three eigenvalues of the diffusion tensor: Al(axial
diffusivity map), A2 and A3. Radial diffusivity maps were created
separately using the image algebra module (A2413)/2) in
ANALYZE.

With respect to DTT indices examined in the present study; FA
quantifies directionality of water diffusion on a scale from zero
(random diffusion) to one (diffusion in one direction), and MD
measures average water molecule diffusion within all three
eigenvalues of the diffusion tensor for a given image voxel [33].
Using DTI, diffusion can be further divided into axial and radial
diffusivity values. Axial diffusivity provides an index of water
molecule movement for the principal eigenvalue (A1) of the
diffusion tensor, and is thought to represent diffusion that is
parallel to axonal fibres. In contrast, radial diffusivity is an index of
average water molecule diffusion for the second (A2) and third
eigenvalues (A3) of the diffusion tensor, thought to represent
diffusion perpendicular to axonal fibres [33,34,35].

As per the TBSS protocol outlined by Smith et al. (2006), and
included in the FSL suite, all participants’ FA maps were aligned
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to a pre-defined healthy control target using non-linear registra-
tion. Following visual inspection to ensure quality of registration, a
mean of all aligned FA maps was used to create a skeletonized
image (white matter skeleton), representing the centre of white
matter tracts throughout the brain that are common across
subjects. As per Smith et al. (2006), the white matter skeleton was
thresholded to include white matter voxels with FA values >0.2, in
order to suppress areas of low FA and/or high inter-subject
variability. Each participant’s aligned FA map was then projected
onto the mean white matter skeleton, and FA values taken from
the nearest relevant tract centre for voxel-wise comparisons.

Statistical Analysis

Whole-brain TBSS Analysis. We first examined all ASD
patients and matched controls for the presence of an age-by-group
interaction for global D'TT indices. For each participant, mean FA,
MD, axial and radial diffusivity values for the whole-brain white
matter skeleton (produced using TBSS modules in FSL 4.1) were
extracted. Univariate analyses of covariance (ANCOVAs) were
applied in Statistical Program for the Social Sciences v. 15.0
software (SPSS; Chicago, Illinois), comparing ASD and healthy
control groups (diagnosis as between-group factor) for differences
on DTI indices (within-group factor) for the whole-brain white
matter skeleton, and age-by-group interaction effects examined;
partial eta squared estimate of effect sizes were also investigated.

Voxel-wise TBSS Analysis. Based on previous structural
MRI findings that have shown more pronounced brain differences
in children with ASD compared to older individuals [3,4,5,9], and
DTTI studies indicating that microstructural properties of white
matter correlate differently with age in children versus adolescents
with ASD [13,22,36], three voxel-wise TBSS analyses were
performed to characterize between-group white matter
differences in: (i) the full study cohort; (i) children only (=12
years of age); and (iii) adolescents only (>12 years of age).

Voxel-wise statistics were carried out across participants for
each point on the common white matter skeleton using the FSL
4.1 randomize tool. In our full study cohort of children and
adolescents, age-by-group analyses were performed to examine
whether age, in addition to diagnosis, predicted group differences
at the voxel-wise level. Using a step-up hierarchical regression
model (designed using the FMRI Expert Analysis Tool, available
in the FSL suite) [37] a main effect of group on DTT index (i.e.,
FA, MD, axial or radial diffusivity) was first measured, with age
entered as covariate, followed by testing for regions showing linear
interactions between group and age. Non-parametric two sample
independent t-tests were used to compare groups of children only
and adolescents only. Voxel-wise statistics were based on a
permutation approach using the following parameters: t value
>3.0; p<0.001 uncorrected; the number of permutations: 5000
without variance smoothing; extent threshold >10 contiguous
voxels [19]. These steps were repeated for MD, axial and radial
diffusivity values within the white matter skeleton. We only report
TBSS clusters from Threshold Free Cluster Enhancement (TFCE)
images thresholded at or above 0.95. At this threshold, the TFCE
option in IFSL only displays white matter clusters that are
significant at the p=0.05 level, fully corrected for multiple
comparisons across space using family-wise error [38]. To localize
the most prominent white matter differences between groups,
clusters that remained significant after thresholding TFCE images
at 0.99, to yield multiple comparison corrected results significant
at the p=0.01 level, were also examined. The most probable
anatomic localization of each significant cluster was determined
using grey matter, white matter and the John Hopkins University
white matter tractography atlas [39] tools in FSL 4.1.
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Post-hoc tract-specific region-of-interest analysis. Although
TBSS can provide information regarding white matter at the voxel-
based level, this method does not provide information with respect
to differences affecting white matter tracts (i.e., tract-based
differences), which is important for interpreting the potential
impact of white matter disruption on integration within neural
circuits. Therefore, the specific long-range white matter tracts that
featured the most prominent microstructural differences at the
voxel-based level in ASD (i.e., at the p=0.01 level, fully corrected
for multiple comparisons across space using family wise error) were
identified, and further tract-specific analyses, performed. First, tract-
specific regions of interest (ROIs) were produced based on the John
Hopkins University white matter tractography atlas [39], and
applied to the mean white matter skeleton, produced using TBSS,
and representing white matter tract centres that were common
across our DTT sample [19]. Next, skeletonized tract-specific ROIs
were used to extract tract-specific D'TT indices (FA, MD, axial and
radial diffusivity) for each individual subject. Data were analyzed
using SPSS v.15.0. Univariate ANCOVAs comparing diagnostic
(i.e., ASD, control) and age groups (i.e., children, adolescents)
(between-group factors) for differences in white matter tract indices
(within-group factor) were performed. Age was added as a covariate
in our statistical model and partial eta squared estimate of effect
sizes were examined. Where a significant main effect of diagnostic
group or diagnosis-by-age-group interaction effect was found,
exploratory post-hoc t-tests were performed to identify tract
specific  differences between groups. Holm’s procedure for
multiple comparisons was applied as it has higher power
compared to Bonferonni correction, while maintaining strong
family-wise control of type I error [40]; Cohen’s d effect sizes were
also reported.

Results

Demographics

There were no differences between groups on age or full-scale
1Q (Table 1). There was no difference in gender distribution
between groups (all p>0.05), using the Fisher’s Exact Test,
although visual inspection suggested that there were more girls in
the control group.

Statistical Analysis

Whole-brain TBSS Analysis. Univariate ANCOVAs
revealed significant age-by-group interaction effects for MD
(Fo,30="5.8, P=0.007, partial eta squared = 0.3), radial diffusivity
(Fo30=4.2, P=0.02, partial eta squared=0.2), and axial
diffusivity (Fy g0 =4.4, P=0.02, partial eta squared=0.2), but
not for FA (Fy39=10.96, P=0.39, partial eta squared =.06), on
analysis of the whole-brain white matter skeleton. Linear
regression scatterplots for whole-brain FA, MD, axial and radial
diffusivity values, each plotted against age indicated significant
differences in diffusivity values between ASD and control groups
(Figure 1).

Voxel-wise TBSS Analysis. TBSS analyses of the full cohort
and of the adolescents revealed no group differences in FA, MD,
axial or radial diffusivity values. No age-by-group interaction
effects were detected at the voxel-wise level in our full study
cohort.

When the analysis was restricted to children (=12 yrs.),
significant widespread increases for MD, and underlying radial
diffusivity were seen in ASD across cortico-cortical and inter-
hemispheric connections at p=0.05 (fully corrected for multiple
comparisons across space using family wise error). The most
prominent white matter differences in ASD (clusters remaining
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics.

Impaired Connections in Autism Spectrum Disorders

Group Gender M/F  Age (years) Statistic FSIQ Statistic
g P 8 P
Children & ASD (n=19) 16/3 124 3.1) t;33=0.03 097 98.5 (20.4) ti20=—34 0.74
Adolescents
HC (n=16) 8/8 12.3 (3.6) 100.7 (14.5)
Children ASD (n=11) 9/2 10.2 (1.6) t110=0.76 046 102.1 (19) t1,17=0.55 0.59
HC (n=10) 5/5 9.7 (1.2) 98 (12.7)
Adolescents ASD (n=8) 7/ 15.3 (1.8) ty2=—16 0.12 93.4 (22.8) ty70=—0.1 0.34
HC (n=6) 2/4 16.7 (0.75) 105.6 (17.5)

Data are expressed as mean (standard deviation).
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0028044.t001

significantly different at p=0.01) are presented in Figure 2A. At
this more stringent threshold, increased MD and radial diffusivity
in ASD children were localized primarily to frontal white matter
clusters, including: (1) bilateral fronto-medial cortex along frontal
regions of uncinate fasciculus (UF) and inferior-fronto-occipital
fasciculus (IFOF); (2) frontal pole, within forceps minor of the
corpus callosum (CC); (3) bilateral middle and inferior frontal
gyrus, within the superior longitudinal fasciculus (SLF); (4) white

Abbreviations: ASD = Autism Spectrum Disorder; HC = healthy controls; FSIQ = full scale 1Q.

matter connecting superior frontal and parietal regions, within the
superior corona radiata (CR). In addition, increased radial
diffusivity only was seen in white matter adjacent to: (1) right
temporal cortex, within UF; (2) right temporo-occipital cortex, of
IFOT; (3) posterior cingulate gyrus, within forceps major of the
CC; and (4) right supra-marginal gyrus through to temporal pole,
corresponding to the inferior longitudinal fasciculus (ILF).
Therefore, eleven long-range white matter tract domains were
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Figure 1. Whole-brain white matter skeleton diffusion properties plotted against age. ASD = Autism Spectrum Disorder; FA =fractional
anisotropy; MD =mean diffusivity. Pearson correlations for DTI indices and age are presented.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0028044.g001
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Figure 2. Voxel and tract-based increases in white matter diffusivity in children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). (2A.) Results
of voxel based comparisons depicting white matter clusters featuring increased mean and radial diffusivity in children with ASD. Left: White matter
clusters featuring increased mean diffusivity (MD) in ASD are presented in blue. Right: White matter clusters featuring increased radial diffusivity in
ASD are presented in red. Rows: (I) left (Lt) and right (Rt) Superior Corona Radiata (CR); (Il) Lt and Rt Uncinate Fasciculus (UF); and (lll) Rt Inferior
Longitudinal Fasciculus (ILF). Note, no difference in MD (image ll, left column) was found for Rt ILF in ASD, on TBSS analysis. (2B.) Boxplots depicting
MD values for tract-based comparisons corresponding to white matter clusters depicted in 2A. Results for ASD and control (CON) children (Child) and
adolescents (AdlIsnt) are presented. Significant increases for MD in ASD children were found in Lt and Rt CR (t; 19=3.1, 3.6, p =.006, 002, respectively),
Lt and Rt UF (t;19=3.1, 3.1, p=.006,.006, respectively), and Rt ILF (t; 19 =3.3, p=.004). Diffusivity units: mm2/s x10—3. *Significant following multiple

comparison correction.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0028044.g002

identified as featuring prominent microstructural differences at the
voxel-based level in children with ASD on our TBSS analysis:
bilateral CR, UF, IFOF, SLF, right ILF, forceps major and forceps
minor of the CC.

Post-hoc tract-specific analyses. Tract-specific ROIs were
produced based on the John Hopkins University white matter
tractography atlas [39] for each white matter tract featuring
differences at the voxel-based level in children with ASD (i.e., left
CR, right CR, left UF, right UF, left IFOF, right IFOF, left SLF,
right SLF, right ILF, forceps major CC, forceps minor CC), and
applied to the mean white matter skeleton to create skeletonized
tract-specific ROIs (see Figure 3). These skeletonized tract-specific
ROIs were then applied to diffusion maps for each participant,
and tract-specific DTT indices examined. Significant diagnosis-by-
age group interaction effects were found for MD in a number of
white matter tracts: right ILF (I, 30 =18.4, p<<0.001, partial eta
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squared = 0.4), left and right CR (F 30 =12.4, p=0.001, partial
eta squared =0.3; I} 50 =11.3, p=10.002, partial eta squared = 0.3,
respectively), and right and left UF (F, 30=9.7, p =0.004, partial
eta squared =0.2; F} 30=9.3, p=10.005, partial eta squared =0.2,
respectively). For radial diffusivity, significant diagnosis-by-age-
group interaction effects were found for right ILF (F, 50 =27.9,
p<<0.001, Partial Eta Squared=0.5), right UF (F,3,=12.4,
p=0.001, partial eta squared=0.3), and right and left CR
(F1,30=10.0, p=0.004, partial eta squared=0.3; F,3,=9.2,
p=0.005, partial eta squared=0.2, respectively) (Figure 2B).
Follow-up t-tests revealed significantly increased MD and radial
diffusivity values for tracts featuring significant age-by-group
interaction effects in ASD children versus control children only,
with substantial effect sizes (e.g. using Cohen’s d, for right ILF
MD, d = 1.3, and for right ILF radial diffusivity, d = 1.7, for right
UF MD, d=1.2, and for right UF radial diffusivity, d=1.3). In
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F.Major CC

Figure 3. Skeletonized tract-specific regions of interest.
Abbreviations: CR: superior corona radiata; SLF: superior longitudinal
fasciculus; F.Minor CC: forceps minor corpus collosum; F.Major CC:
forceps major corpus collosum; UF: uncinate fasciculus; IFOF: inferior
fronto-occipital fasciculus; Rt. ILF: right inferior longitudinal fasciculus.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0028044.g003

adolescents with ASD, no significant tract-specific differences were
found and effect sizes were considerably smaller (see Table S1 and
Table S2).

Repeat Analysis in Males only. Although our Fisher’s
Exact test was not significant when comparing groups for gender
distribution, we nevertheless had more females than males in our
control group compared to our ASD group. Therefore, we
repeated TBSS analyses for MD and radial diffusivity in male
children only, in an exploratory fashion, in order to examine
whether microstructural differences remained present. Repeat
TBSS analysis demonstrated that increased radial diffusivity
remained significant at the p=0.05 level (fully corrected for
multiple comparisons across space using family wise error) within
left and right UF, left and right CR, and forceps minor of the CC
in male ASD children, compared with male controls; increased
MD within these regions approached significance following
corrections for multiple comparisons across space using family
wise error (i.e., p=0.08). On tract specific comparisons of these
tracts, diagnosis-by-age group interactions remained significant for
the right UF (MD: F, 94, =5.0, p=0.04, partial eta squared =0.2;
radial diffusivity: Fy o4 =4.7, p=0.04, partial eta squared =0.2).

Discussion

Here, we examined children and adolescents with ASD
compared to healthy controls for white matter differences
throughout the brain, using TBSS, a voxel-wise comparison
method optimized for DTI that is particularly well-suited for
microstructural examination of large white matter tracts [19]. We
found significant age-by-group interaction effects for whole-brain
DTI indices in our sample. Widespread increases in white matter
diffusion were found in ASD children but not in ASD adolescents.
On voxel-wise comparisons, these increases in diffusivity were
restricted to MD (an index of white matter maturation) [34] and
radial diffusivity (a more specific index of white matter myelin)
[41,42,43] across white matter voxels corresponding to cortico-
cortical and inter-hemispheric connections. However, at the voxel-
wise level white matter disruption localized prominently to voxels
within frontal white matter regions. Tract-specific comparisons
implicated white matter compromise in pathways that serve to
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integrate cognitive and social structures in ASD, including tracts
that mediate connectivity to frontal and temporal lobes. In
particular, alterations found in right UF and right ILF in ASD
may signal disruption to a fronto-temporal-occipital circuit that
plays a significant role in social and emotional processing.

Our tract-specific findings extend current knowledge of
widespread white matter disruption in ASD. Specifically, impair-
ments found in UF and ILF may provide insight into abnormal
circuit functions that could relate to production of core ASD
symptoms. We also found deficits in the CR, which contains
descending fibers from fronto-parietal cortex to subcortical nuclei,
and ascending fibers from thalamus to cerebral cortex [44].
Imaging studies indicate that CR impairment may be associated
with overall intelligence [45], fine motor control [46], decoding
performance [47], numerical operations and mathematical
reasoning [48]; domains that have been shown to be altered in
ASD [49,50,51]. With respect to UF and ILF pathway
impairments, disruption of these specific tracts point to interfer-
ence of structural connectivity within an extended circuit running
between frontal, temporal and occipital regions, involved in socio-
emotional processing. In particular, we found robust differences in
the UF in ASD, a medial white matter tract linking superior,
middle and inferior temporal lobe structures (including amygdala
and hippocampus) with insular and orbitofrontal cortex [52]. The
UF mediates ventral limbic connectivity, facilitating integration
between structures that process emotional and cognitive informa-
tion [52]. Specifically, this tract is thought to play an important
role in processing novel stimuli, decoding emotional aspects of
auditory information, visual learning, and self-regulation [53].
Concurrent with our findings, a number of diffusion tensor
tractography studies have now identified UF abnormalities in ASD
[10,12,54,55,56,57]. Further, functional imaging studies have
implicated disrupted activation and connectivity within regions
linked by the UF, both at rest [58], and during socio-emotional
performance [59,60]. Taken together, these findings provide
strong support for the presence of UF disruption in ASD and
suggest that this disruption may relate to the socio-emotional
processing deficits that characterize ASD. Based on our findings,
the ILF may also feature impairment in ASD. The ILF extending
from occipital cortex, into superior, middle and anterior temporal
lobes, mediates connectivity between superior temporal sulcus,
which processes biological motion and eye gaze [61], the fusiform
face area, responsible for face identification, and the amygdala,
involved in processing the social significance of facial expressions
[62,63,64]. Preliminary diffusion tensor tractography evidence of
ILF disruption in ASD [57,65], and disturbed connectivity among
regions linked by the ILF [60,66], highlight the need for further
characterization of this pathway in ASD. Increased MD, and
radial diffusivity in UF and ILF may signal impaired transmission
along these tracts and secondary disruption to coordinated activity
among circuit structures that together mediate decoding of social
stimuli, face processing, emotion recognition and regulation; core
domains of social impairment in ASD.

On voxel-wise TBSS analysis, our white matter findings
localized prominently to voxels within frontal white matter regions
in children with ASD. These findings align with accumulating
evidence from structural MRI studies implicating pronounced
abnormalities in frontal white matter volume among children with
ASD [4,5,6,7,67]. Our work also aligns with functional imaging
studies highlighting reduced activation of frontal regions across
social and cognitive tasks [59,68] and reduced functional
connectivity with frontal regions in ASD [60,69,70,71,72]. In
addition, our findings concur with recent histopathological data
showing structural alterations to frontal white matter connections
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that signal altered white matter development in ASD, including
decreased myelin thickness surrounding axons in the frontal lobe
[73].

Typical development of white matter is characterized by
increases in FA, and decreases in MD, radial diffusivity, and to
a lesser extent axial diffusivity [41,74], a profile that emerges with
white matter myelination, reduced brain water, greater organiza-
tion of fiber tracts, and decreased extra-axonal space, during white
matter development [33,34,75]. Increased MD points to increased
average diffusion of water in white matter regions. In the present
study, differences in global white matter indices in ASD included
increased MD, radial and axial diffusivity in younger individuals
within our sample, a diffusion profile consistent with immature
white matter [41,74]. Further, our voxel-wise findings indicated
that increased MD in ASD was driven by greater radial diffusion,
an index that has been related to worsening demyelination on
post-mortem investigation of cervical spinal cords affected by
multiple sclerosis, and may signal prominent impairment in myelin
structure [43]. Other lines of ASD research provide further
support for myelin disruption in ASD. For example, a study
characterized mice with a disruption to Slc25al2, a susceptibility
gene for ASD that encodes for the mitochondrial aspartate-
glutamate carrier AGC1. The authors found specific reductions in
myelin basic protein positive fibers indicating altered myelination
in knockout mice, and reduced myelin-associated glyco-protein in
male heterozygotes [76]. Recent evidence indicates that typical
white matter maturation relates to acquisition of higher-order
cognitive and emotional processes, a relationship that may be
influenced by the effects of myelination on regulation of the speed
and timing of signal transmission along white matter tracts
[77,78]. Tight control over the timing of signal transmission is
posited as critical to synchronous activation of distant cortical
regions that work together for optimal mental performance
[78,79]. Signs of broad structural impairments in white matter
organization, and myelin, found here, may therefore relate to
consistent findings implicating decreased synchrony within neural
circuits in ASD [69,71,80].

Our findings of broad white matter impairments in ASD align
well with previous TBSS studies highlighting widespread micro-
structural white matter differences in ASD, with prominent effects
in frontal white matter voxels [13,21,22,81]. Particularly consistent
with our findings are the results of a recent TBSS analysis
indicating increased MD and radial diffusivity affecting an array of
white matter regions, including white matter voxels corresponding
to UF, CR, and ILF domains [13]. However, unlike in our study,
others have implicated decreased FA, indicating reduced white
matter integrity, in ASD [13,21,22,81]. FA is primarily deter-
mined by axonal membranes and secondarily by myelin [34].
Postmortem ASD data has shown increases in axonal density
(which aligns with our finding of increased axial diffusivity) and
decreased myelin thickness, aligning with our findings of increased
radial diffusivity [73]. One could postulate that an increased
barrier to diffusion due to increased axonal density, and a
decreased barrier to diffusion due to decreased myelin thickness
may create little difference in FA between groups. The differences
in diffusion parameters in our study were found in ASD children
compared to healthy controls, but not in adolescents. Others,
however, have found diffusion differences in white matter in both
children and adolescents with ASD compared to healthy controls
using TBSS [13,22]. The lack of difference found in adolescents is
unlikely to be due to low power, as effect sizes for tract-specific
white matter differences in children were considerably larger than
those in adolescents. That white matter differences were found in
children only in the present study is not surprising given the

@ PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

Impaired Connections in Autism Spectrum Disorders

findings of previous imaging studies, including studies of white
matter, showing prominent differences in ASD children, and more
subtle white matter aberrations in older individuals with ASD
[3,4,5,9,82]. Based on these results, it has been proposed that
brain differences in ASD may be most pronounced closest to the
timing of brain insult, when symptomatology may first become
apparent [3,5]. This may be especially true in high functioning
ASD (IQ>70), where brain differences compared to controls may
be less evident than in lower functioning individuals. Therefore, it
may be difficult to detect subtle differences in high functioning
ASD as the brain continues to develop in adolescence, especially if
alterations begin to normalize, as suggested by the slope of the
regression line found here for diffusion parameters when averaged
across the whole-brain skeleton (Figure 1).

Limitations

An important limitation of our study is that our participants
were mainly higher functioning individuals with ASD (indexed by
average intelligence); therefore, the neuroanatomical correlates of
ASD within this subset of individuals may not generalize to all
individuals on the autism spectrum. Nevertheless, we would
anticipate that more severely affected ASD patients might have
even more prominent brain disruption. Secondly, we did not study
very young children (ie. <5 years of age) with ASD, where
possibly even more pronounced differences might be anticipated
using DTI. Third, while we did not detect differences in white
matter between the adolescent groups, our sample size was
relatively small, and therefore, further research is needed to
characterize white matter in this group. Moreover, although our
groups did not differ significantly in terms of gender distribution,
there were more females in our control group than in the ASD
group. Repeat TBSS analysis for males only was carried out to
mitigate concerns regarding gender-based effects on diffusion
measures within our sample. Further, although several studies
indicate a link between radial diffusivity and myelin [41,42,43],
changes in this D'TI measure can occur with registration error, and
in areas of crossing fibers [35], therefore, biological interpretations
must be made cautiously. Finally, our imaging acquisition protocol
included a 1 mm skip, which could interfere with tract-specific
comparisons using a streamline tractography approach [83]. Based
on this limitation, a region of interest rather than streamline
tractography approach was chosen for tract-specific comparisons
in the present study.

Conclusion

In summary, we found widespread white matter disruption in
ASD that might be related to impaired white matter organization
and abnormalities in myelination. Impairment was most promi-
nent in frontal white matter voxels (at the voxel-wise level) and
along specific white matter tracts that integrate a distributed
fronto-temporal-occipital circuit that is integral to socio-emotional
processing in children with ASD. Altered white matter tracts in
ASD may cause impairment in long-range transmission that in
turn leads to secondary interference in the coordinated brain
activity that is required for complex socio-emotional processing.
The growing evidence for disruption of white matter tracts in ASD
that is now provided in several investigations, including our own,
highlights the importance of white matter deficits as a core neural
substrate of disease. However, further research is needed to
clucidate the onset and trajectory of abnormal development of
white matter tracts in ASD and better define how these deficits
relate directly to clinical and behavioral domains.
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Supporting Information

Table S1 Tract-specific diffusivity values for autism spectrum
disorder and control children. ASD = autism spectrum disorders;
HC = healthy control; Rt = right; Lt = left; CCMj = forceps major,
corpus callosum; CCMn =forceps minor, corpus callosum;
CR =superior corona radiata; UF=uncinate fasciculus; IFO-
F = inferior-fronto-occipital fasciculus; SLF = superior longitudinal
fasciculus; ILF =inferior longitudinal fasciculus; diffusivity
units = mm?2/sx 10— 3. *significant following multiple comparison
correction.

(TIFF)

Table S2 'Tract-specific diffusivity values for autism spectrum
disorder and control adolescents. ASD = autism spectrum disor-
ders; HC =healthy control; Rt =right; Lt=left; CCM] = forceps
major, corpus callosum; CCMn = forceps minor, corpus callosum;
CR =superior corona radiata; UF=uncinate fasciculus; IFO-

References

1. First (2000) American Psychiatric Association: Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders 4th Edition, Text Revision.

2. Belmonte MK, Allen G, Beckel-Mitchener A, Boulanger LM, Carper RA, et al.
(2004) Autism and abnormal development of brain connectivity. J Neurosci 24:
9228-9231.

3. Courchesne E, Karns CM, Davis HR, Ziccardi R, Carper RA, et al. (2001)
Unusual brain growth patterns in early life in patients with autistic disorder: an
MRI study. Neurology 57: 245-254.

4. Carper RA, Moses P, Tigue ZD, Courchesne E (2002) Cerebral lobes in autism:

carly hyperplasia and abnormal age effects. Neuroimage 16: 1038-1051.
. Carper RA, Courchesne E (2005) Localized enlargement of the frontal cortex in
early autism. Biol Psychiatry 57: 126-133.

6. Herbert MR, Ziegler DA, Makris N, Filipek PA, Kemper TL, et al. (2004)
Localization of white matter volume increase in autism and developmental
language disorder. Ann Neurol 55: 530-540.

7. Schumann CM, Bloss CS, Barnes CC, Wideman GM, Carper RA, et al. (2010)
Longitudinal magnetic resonance imaging study of cortical development through
early childhood in autism. J Neurosci 30: 4419-4427.

8. Courchesne E, Redcay E, Kennedy DP (2004) The autistic brain: birth through
adulthood. Curr Opin Neurol 17: 489-496.

9. Schumann CM, Hamstra J, Goodlin-Jones BL, Lotspeich LJ, Kwon H, et al.
(2004) The amygdala is enlarged in children but not adolescents with autism; the
hippocampus is enlarged at all ages. J Neurosci 24: 6392-6401.

10. Kumar A, Sundaram SK, Sivaswamy L, Behen ME, Makki MI, et al. (2009)
Alterations in Frontal Lobe Tracts and Corpus Callosum in Young Children
with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Cereb Cortex.

11. Lee JE, Bigler ED, Alexander AL, Lazar M, DuBray MB, et al. (2007) Diffusion
tensor imaging of white matter in the superior temporal gyrus and temporal stem
in autism. Neurosci Lett 424: 127-132.

12. Pugliese L, Catani M, Ameis S, Dell’Acqua F, Thiebaut de Schotten M, et al.
(2009) The anatomy of extended limbic pathways in Asperger syndrome: a
preliminary diffusion tensor imaging tractography study. Neuroimage 47:
427-434.

13. Shukla DK, Keehn B, Muller RA (2011) Tract-specific analyses of diffusion
tensor imaging show widespread white matter compromise in autism spectrum
disorder. J Child Psychol Psychiatry 52: 286-295.

14. Thakkar KN, Polli FE, Joseph RM, Tuch DS, Hadjikhani N, et al. (2008)
Response monitoring, repetitive behaviour and anterior cingulate abnormalities
in autism spectrum disorders (ASD). Brain 131: 2464-2478.

15. Barnea-Goraly N, Kwon H, Menon V, Eliez S, Lotspeich L, et al. (2004) White
matter structure in autism: preliminary evidence from diffusion tensor imaging.
Biol Psychiatry 55: 323-326.

16. Ke X, Tang T, Hong S, Hang Y, Zou B, ct al. (2009) White matter impairments
in autism, evidence from voxel-based morphometry and diffusion tensor
imaging. Brain Res 1265: 171-177.

17. Bloemen QJ, Deeley Q, Sundram F, Daly EM, Barker GJ, et al. (2010) White
matter integrity in Asperger syndrome: a preliminary diffusion tensor magnetic
resonance imaging study in adults. Autism Res 3: 203-213.

18. Cheung C, Chua SE, Cheung V, Khong PL, Tai KS, et al. (2009) White matter
fractional anisotrophy differences and correlates of diagnostic symptoms in
autism. J Child Psychol Psychiatry 50: 1102-1112.

19. Smith SM, Jenkinson M, Johansen-Berg H, Rueckert D, Nichols TE, et al.
(2006) Tract-based spatial statistics: voxelwise analysis of multi-subject diffusion
data. Neuroimage 31: 1487-1505.

20. Jones DK, Symms MR, Cercignani M, Howard R] (2005) The effect of filter size
on VBM analyses of DT-MRI data. Neuroimage 26: 546-554.

21. Barnea-Goraly N, Lotspeich LJ, Reiss AL (2010) Similar white matter

aberrations in children with autism and their unaffected siblings: a diffusion

o

@ PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

Impaired Connections in Autism Spectrum Disorders

I = inferior-fronto-occipital fasciculus; SLF = superior longitudinal
fasciculus; ILF =inferior longitudinal fasciculus; diffusivity
units = mm2/s x10—3. *significant following multiple comparison
correction.

(TIFF)

Acknowledgments

The authors would like to thank Dr. Donald Mabbott (Associate Scientist,
The Hospital for Sick Children) for providing technical assistance with
TBSS analysis, and Ms. Nadia Tanel (Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabil-
itation Hospital) for assistance with data organization.

Author Contributions

Conceived and designed the experiments: SHA JF EA EH ATW.
Performed the experiments: SHA LS CR. Analyzed the data: SHA NJL
EA CR. Wrote the paper: SHA ANV EA NJL JF.

tensor imaging study using tract-based spatial statistics. Arch Gen Psychiatry 67:
1052-1060.

22. Cheng Y, Chou KH, Chen IY, Fan YT, Decety J, et al. (2010) Atypical
development of white matter microstructure in adolescents with autism spectrum
disorders. Neuroimage 50: 873-882.

23. Weschler D (2004) The Weschler Intelligence Scale for Children-fourth edition:
London: Pearson Assessment.

24. Lord C, Risi S, Lambrecht L, Cook EH, Jr., Leventhal BL, et al. (2000) The
autism diagnostic observation schedule-generic: a standard measure of social and
communication deficits associated with the spectrum of autism. J Autism Dev
Disord 30: 205-223.

25. Lord C, Rutter M, Le Couteur A (1994) Autism Diagnostic Interview-Revised:
a revised version of a diagnostic interview for caregivers of individuals
with possible pervasive developmental disorders. J Autism Dev Disord 24: 659
685.

26. Robb RA (2001) The biomedical imaging resource at Mayo Clinic. IEEE Trans
Med Imaging 20: 854-867.

27. Robb RA, Barillot C (1989) Interactive display and analysis of 3-D medical
images. IEEE Trans Med Imaging 8: 217-226.

28. Robb RA, Hanson DP, Karwoski RA, Larson AG, Workman EL, et al. (1989)
Analyze: a comprehensive, operator-interactive software package for multidi-
mensional medical image display and analysis. Comput Med Imaging Graph 13:
433-454.

29. Catani M, Howard R]J, Pajevic S, Jones DK (2002) Virtual in vivo interactive
dissection of white matter fasciculi in the human brain. Neuroimage 17: 77-94.

30. Jenkinson M, Smith S (2001) A global optimisation method for robust affine
registration of brain images. Med Image Anal 5: 143-156.

31. Jenkinson M, Bannister P, Brady M, Smith S (2002) Improved optimization for
the robust and accurate linear registration and motion correction of brain
images. Neuroimage 17: 825-841.

32. Basser PJ, Mattiello J, LeBihan D (1994) Estimation of the effective self-diffusion
tensor from the NMR spin echo. J Magn Reson B 103: 247-254.

33. Ciccarelli O, Catani M, Johansen-Berg H, Clark C, Thompson A (2008)
Diffusion-based tractography in neurological disorders: concepts, applications,
and future developments. Lancet Neurol 7: 715-727.

34. Beaulicu C (2002) The basis of anisotropic water diffusion in the nervous system
- a technical review. NMR Biomed 15: 435-455.

35. Wheeler-Kingshott CA, Cercignani M (2009) About “axial” and “radial”
diffusivities. Magn Reson Med 61: 1255-1260.

36. Shukla DK, Keehn B, Smyliec DM, Muller RA (2011) Microstructural
abnormalities of short-distance white matter tracts in autism spectrum disorder.
Neuropsychologia 49: 1378-1382.

37. Beckmann CF, Jenkinson M, Smith SM (2003) General multilevel linear
modeling for group analysis in FMRI. Neuroimage 20: 1052-1063.

38. Smith SM, Nichols TE (2009) Threshold-free cluster enhancement: addressing
problems of smoothing, threshold dependence and localisation in cluster
inference. Neuroimage 44: 83-98.

39. Wakana S, Jiang H, Nagae-Poetscher LM, van Zijl PC, Mori S (2004) Fiber
tract-based atlas of human white matter anatomy. Radiology 230: 77-87.

40. Holm S (1979) A simple sequentially rejective multiple test procedure.
Scandinavian Journal of Statistics 6: 65—70.

41. Gao W, Lin W, Chen Y, Gerig G, Smith JK, et al. (2009) Temporal and spatial
development of axonal maturation and myelination of white matter in the
developing brain. AJNR Am J Neuroradiol 30: 290-296.

42. Song SK, Sun SW, Ramsbottom M]J, Chang C, Russell J, et al. (2002)
Dysmyelination revealed through MRI as increased radial (but unchanged axial)
diffusion of water. Neuroimage 17: 1429-1436.

November 2011 | Volume 6 | Issue 11 | e28044



43.

44.

46.

47.

48.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

Klawiter EC, Schmidt RE, Trinkaus K, Liang HF, Budde MD, et al. (2011)
Radial Diffusivity Predicts Demyelination in ex-vivo Multiple Sclerosis Spinal
Cords. Neuroimage.

Catani M, Thiebaut de Schotten M (2008) A diffusion tensor imaging

tractography atlas for virtual in vivo dissections. Cortex 44: 1105-1132.

. Chiang MC, Barysheva M, Shattuck DW, Lee AD, Madsen SK, et al. (2009)

Genetics of brain fiber architecture and intellectual performance. J Neurosci 29:
2212-2224.

Paus T, Zijdenbos A, Worsley K, Collins DL, Blumenthal J, et al. (1999)
Structural maturation of neural pathways in children and adolescents: in vivo
study. Science 283: 1908-1911.

Odegard TN, Farris EA, Ring J, McColl R, Black J (2009) Brain connectivity in
non-reading impaired children and children diagnosed with developmental
dyslexia. Neuropsychologia 47: 1972-1977.

van Eimeren L, Niogi SN, McCandliss BD, Holloway ID, Ansari D (2008) White
matter microstructures underlying mathematical abilities in children. Neurore-

port 19: 1117-1121.

. Dubischar-Krivec AM, Neumann N, Poustka F, Braun C, Birbaumer N, et al.

(2009) Calendar calculating in savants with autism and healthy calendar
calculators. Psychol Med 39: 1355-1363.

Fuentes CT, Mostofsky SH, Bastian AJ (2009) Children with autism show
specific handwriting impairments. Neurology 73: 1532-1537.

Nation K, Clarke P, Wright B, Williams C (2006) Patterns of reading ability in
children with autism spectrum disorder. J Autism Dev Disord 36: 911-919.
Kier EL, Staib LH, Davis LM, Bronen RA (2004) MR imaging of the temporal
stem: anatomic dissection tractography of the uncinate fasciculus, inferior
occipitofrontal fasciculus, and Meyer’s loop of the optic radiation. AJNR
Am J Neuroradiol 25: 677-691.

Schmahmann JD, Pandya DN, Wang R, Dai G, D’Arceuil HE, et al. (2007)
Association fibre pathways of the brain: parallel observations from diffusion
spectrum imaging and autoradiography. Brain 130: 630-653.

Lo YC, Soong WT, Gau SS, Wu YY, Lai MC, et al. (2011) The loss of

asymmetry and reduced interhemispheric connectivity in adolescents with
autism: a study using diffusion spectrum imaging tractography. Psychiatry Res
192: 60-66.

. Pardini M, Garaci FG, Bonzano L, Roccatagliata L, Palmieri MG, et al. (2009)

White matter reduced streamline coherence in young men with autism and
mental retardation. Eur J Neurol 16: 1185-1190.

Poutska L, Jennen-Steinmetz C, Henze R, Vomistein K, Haffner J, Sieltjes B
(2011) Fronto-temporal disconnectivity and symptom severity in children with

autism spectrum disorder. World J Biol Psychiatry. published online ahead of

print July 6 2011 ed.

Thomas C, Humphreys K, Jung KJ, Minshew N, Behrmann M (2011) The
anatomy of the callosal and visual-association pathways in high-functioning
autism: a DTT tractography study. Cortex 47: 863-873.

Ebisch SJ, Gallese V, Willems RM, Mantini D, Groen WB, et al. (2010) Altered
intrinsic functional connectivity of anterior and posterior insula regions in high-
functioning participants with autism spectrum disorder. Hum Brain Mapp.

Di Martino A, Ross K, Uddin LQ, Sklar AB, Castellanos FX, et al. (2009)
Functional brain correlates of social and nonsocial processes in autism spectrum
disorders: an activation likelihood estimation meta-analysis. Biol Psychiatry 65:
63-74.

Wicker B, Fonlupt P, Hubert B, Tardif C, Gepner B, et al. (2008) Abnormal
cerebral effective connectivity during explicit emotional processing in adults with
autism spectrum disorder. Soc Cogn Affect Neurosci 3: 135-143.

Pelphrey KA, Carter EJ (2008) Charting the typical and atypical development of

the social brain. Dev Psychopathol 20: 1081-1102.
Adolphs R, Tranel D (1999) Intact recognition of emotional prosody following
amygdala damage. Neuropsychologia 37: 1285-1292.

@ PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

63.

64.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

Impaired Connections in Autism Spectrum Disorders

Adolphs R, Tranel D, Hamann S, Young AW, Calder AJ, et al. (1999)
Recognition of facial emotion in nine individuals with bilateral amygdala
damage. Neuropsychologia 37: 11111117,

Pelphrey K, Adolphs R, Morris JP (2004) Neuroanatomical substrates of social
cognition dysfunction in autism. Ment Retard Dev Disabil Res Rev 10: 259-271.

. Conturo TE, Williams DL, Smith CD, Gultepe E, Akbudak E, et al. (2008)

Neuronal fiber pathway abnormalities in autism: an initial MRI diffusion tensor
tracking study of hippocampo-fusiform and amygdalo-fusiform pathways. J Int
Neuropsychol Soc 14: 933-946.

Castelli F, Frith C, Happe F, Frith U (2002) Autism, Asperger syndrome and
brain mechanisms for the attribution of mental states to animated shapes. Brain
125: 1839-1849.

Herbert MR, Ziegler DA, Deutsch CK, O’Brien LM, Lange N, et al. (2003)
Dissociations of cerebral cortex, subcortical and cerebral white matter volumes
in autistic boys. Brain 126: 1182-1192.

Pierce K, Haist F, Sedaghat F, Courchesne E (2004) The brain response to
personally familiar faces in autism: findings of fusiform activity and beyond.
Brain 127: 2703-2716.
Just MA, Cherkassky VL, Keller TA, Minshew NJ (2004) Cortical activation and
synchronization during sentence comprehension in high-functioning autism:
evidence of underconnectivity. Brain 127: 1811-1821.

Kana RK, Keller TA, Cherkassky VL, Minshew NJ, Just MA (2006) Sentence
comprehension in autism: thinking in pictures with decreased functional
connectivity. Brain 129: 2484-2493.
Just MA, Cherkassky VL, Keller TA, Kana RK, Minshew NJ (2007) Functional
and anatomical cortical underconnectivity in autism: evidence from an FMRI
study of an executive function task and corpus callosum morphometry. Cereb
Cortex 17: 951-961.

Pierce K, Redcay E (2008) Fusiform function in children with an autism
spectrum disorder is a matter of “who”. Biol Psychiatry 64: 552-560.
Zikopoulos B, Barbas H (2010) Changes in prefrontal axons may disrupt the
network in autism. ] Neurosci 30: 14595-14609.

Faria AV, Zhang J, Oishi K, Li X, Jiang H, et al. (2010) Atlas-based analysis of
neurodevelopment from infancy to adulthood using diffusion tensor imaging and
applications for automated abnormality detection. Neuroimage 52: 415-428.

. Huppi PS, Dubois J (2006) Diffusion tensor imaging of brain development.

Semin Fetal Neonatal Med 11: 489-497.

Sakurai T, Ramoz N, Barreto M, Gazdoiu M, Takahashi N, et al. (2010)
Slc25al12 disruption alters myelination and neurofilaments: a model for a
hypomyelination syndrome and childhood neurodevelopmental disorders. Biol
Psychiatry 67: 887-894.

Defelipe J, Fields RD, Hof PR, Hoistad M, Kostovic I, et al. (2010) Cortical
white matter: beyond the pale remarks, main conclusions and discussion. Front
Neuroanat 4: 4.

Fields RD (2008) White matter in learning, cognition and psychiatric disorders.
Trends Neurosci 31: 361-370.

Fields RD (2008) White matter matters. Sci Am 298: 42-49.

Koshino H, Carpenter PA, Minshew NJ, Cherkassky VL, Keller TA, et al.
(2005) Functional connectivity in an fMRI working memory task in high-
functioning autism. Neuroimage 24: 810-821.

Sahyoun CP, Belliveau JW, Mody M (2010) White matter integrity and pictorial
reasoning in high-functioning children with autism. Brain Cogn 73: 180-188.
Radua J, Via E, Catani M, Mataix-Cols D (2010) Voxel-based meta-analysis of
regional white-matter volume differences in autism spectrum disorder versus
healthy controls. Psychol Med. pp 1-12.

. Mori S CB, Chacko VP, van Zijl PCM (1999) Three-dimensional tracking of

axonal projections in the brain by magnetic resonance imaging. Ann Neurol 45:
265-269.

November 2011 | Volume 6 | Issue 11 | e28044



