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Notice of republication

This article was republished on November 9, 2022 to address a terminology issue that came to

light after the article’s initial publication: the term “leper” was removed from the article and

replaced by “individuals with leprosy” or “individual with leprosy.” We understand that the

removed term has negative connotations and has been discussed as contributing to stigmatiza-

tion of individuals harboring this disease. The PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases journal does

not condone the use of the term “leper” in describing individuals with leprosy. We apologize

to any readers who were negatively affected by the use of this term in the original versions of

this article.

The rest of the content remains unchanged in the version of record (listed on the article’s

webpage as Version 2) for the republished article.

The uncorrected proof (Version 1) was removed from the article’s PLOS Neglected Tropical
Diseases webpage at the time of republication.
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