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The above figure shows numbers of episodes, patients and deaths for the all-cause, drug related and other non-drug related data sets. Identification of prescriptions for pain relief were based upon prescription text, medication in the form of patches or episodes of dihydrocodeine prior to starting OST. The follow-up period varied by patient and reflected a combination of the study period (January 1998 to July 2014), the patient registration period with the primary care practice, the CPRD usable data date and one year after the last treatment ended. The exclusion of periods greater than one year after the cessation of treatment for each episode affected the person-years at risk but not the number of deaths. The final number of patients for drug related and other causes includes 216 and 266 patients who were known to have died from ONS records but this death occurred outside the patient follow-up periods. This implies that there were 6226 patients with no recorded death in ONS records which were included in both these data sets.
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Ever prescribed methadone/buprenorphine
(Data set: Episodes; patients; deaths)

Pain relief
Prescriptions were excluded where there was
evidence of treatment for pain relief.
All cause: 170,764; 26,324; 2412
Drug related: 89.553; 13,545; 76
Other causes: 98,521; 15.045; 1576

Maximum dose too low
Patients were excluded where their maximum
daily dose across all their episodes was
<20mg methadone or <4mg buprenorphine
All cause: 34,882; 9950; 1119
Drug related: 19.749; 5686; 80
Other causes: 21,972; 6385; 779

Outside patient follow-up period
Episodes outside this period were excluded.
All cause: 5926; 0; 239
Drug related: 3242; 0; 211
Other causes: 3555; 0; 246

All cause: 248.,179; 49,279; 4506

Drug related:  134,168; 26,258; 494

Other causes: 146,407; 28,684; 2920
@ 3l

All cause: 77,415; 22,955; 2094

Drug related:  44,615; 12,713; 418

Other causes: 47,886; 13,639; 1344
0000

All cause: 42,533; 13,005; 975

Drug related:  24,866; 7027; 338

Other causes: 25,914; 7254; 565
0000

All cause: 36,607; 13,005; 736

Drug related:  21,624; 7027; 127

Other causes  22,359; 7254; 319
0000

All cause: 35,118; 12,171; 725

Drug related:  20,773; 6580; 125

Other causes:

Outside age range (15 to 64 years)
Older and younger patients were excluded.
All cause: 1489; 834; 11
Drug related: 851; 447; 2
Other causes: 847, 445; 4

21,512; 6809; 315

]

All cause:
Drug related:

Other causes:

34,521; 12,171; 725

Immortal time periods
Periods after one year since treatment ended
for any episode were excluded from analyses.
All cause: 597, 0; 0
Drug related: 309; 0; 0
Other causes: 320; 0; 0

20,464; 6580; 125

21,192; 6809; 315

]

All cause:
Drug related:

Other causes:

29,540; 12,118; 657

Notsolely methadone or buprenorphine
Periods involving multiple medications or
dihydrocodeine were excluded.

All cause: 4981; 53; 68
Drug related: 3008; 25; 12
Other causes: 3151; 32; 30

17,456; 6555; 113
18,041; 6777; 285





