
Table	  S1.	  Strains	  used	  in	  this	  study.	  
Strains	   Relevant	  characteristic(s)	   MICa	   Source	  or	  referenceb	  
Staphylococcus	  aureus	   	   	   	  
15981	   Clinical	  strain.	  Biofilm	  positive	  in	  TSBg	   532	   [1]	  
MW2	   Typical	   community-‐acquired	   strain	   of	  MRSA,	  which	  was	   isolated	  

in	  1998	  in	  North	  Dakota,	  USA.	  
3566	   NRS123,	  [2]	  

RN10359	   RN450	  lysogenic	  for	  80α	  phage	   3337	   [3]	  	  
ISP479r	   ISP479c	  with	  rsbU	  gene	  restored	   1680	   [4]	  
132	   MRSA	   clinical	   strain	   with	   the	   capacity	   to	   form	   proteinaceous	  

biofilm	   in	   TSB-‐glucose	   and	   PIA-‐PNAG-‐dependent	   biofilm	   in	   TSB-‐
NaCl	  

29	   [5]	  

15981	  ∆3’-‐UTR	   15981	  strain	  with	  deletion	  in	  the	  icaR	  3’	  UTR	   2695	   This	  study	  
132	  ∆3’-‐UTR	   132	  strain	  with	  deletion	  in	  the	  icaR	  3’	  UTR	   3661	   This	  study	  
15981	  FLAGIcaR	   15981	  strain	  expressing	  the	  3XFLAG	  tagged	  IcaR	  protein	  from	  the	  

chromosome	  
2653	   This	  study	  

15981	  FLAGIcaR	  ∆3’-‐UTR	   15981	  ∆3’-‐UTR	  strain	  expressing	  the	  3XFLAG	  tagged	  IcaR	  protein	  
from	  the	  chromosome	  

2649	   This	  study	  

15981	  pCN40	   15981	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pCN40	  plasmid	   1014	   This	  study	  
15981	  pFLAGIcaRm	   15981	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pFLAGIcaRm	  plasmid	   2683	   This	  study	  
15981	  pFLAGIcaRmΔ3’UTR	   15981	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pFLAGIcaRm∆3’UTR	  plasmid	   2684	   This	  study	  
15981	  pFLAGIcaRmΔanti-‐SD	   15981	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pFLAGIcaRmΔanti-‐SD	  plasmid	  	   4392	   This	  study	  
15981	  pFLAGIcaRm_SUBST	   15981	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pFLAGIcaRm-‐SUBST-‐anti-‐SD	  plasmid	  	   4395	   This	  study	  
15981	  pIcaRm	   15981	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pIcaRm	  plasmid	  	   1011	   This	  study	  
15981	  pIcaRmΔ3’UTR	   15981	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pIcaRm∆3’UTR	  plasmid	  	   1012	   This	  study	  
15981	  pIcaRmΔanti-‐SD	   15981	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pIcaRmΔanti-‐SD	  plasmid	  	   4391	   This	  study	  
15981	  pIcaRm_SUBST	   15981	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pIcaRm-‐SUBST-‐anti-‐SD	  plasmid	  	   4394	   This	  study	  
15981	  ∆rnc::cat86	   15981	  strain	  with	  deletion	  in	  the	  rnc	  gene	   1327	   [6]	  
15981	  ∆pnp	   15981	  strain	  with	  deletion	  in	  the	  pnp	  gene	   1100	   [6]	  
15981	  ∆yqfR	   15981	   strain	  with	   deletion	   in	   the	   SA1387	  gene	  which	   encodes	   a	  

DEAD-‐box	  RNA	  helicase	  
1394	   This	  study	  

15981	  ∆hfq::cat86	   15981	  strain	  with	  deletion	  in	  the	  hfq	  gene	   1055	   This	  study	  
15981	  ∆rnc	  pFLAGIcaRm	   15981	  ∆rnc::cat86	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pFLAGIcaRm	  plasmid	   2706	   This	  study	  
15981	  ∆rnc	  pFLAGIcaRmΔ3’UTR	   15981	  ∆rnc::cat86	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pFLAGIcaRmΔ3’UTR	  plasmid	   2707	   This	  study	  
15981	  ∆rnc	  pFLAGIcaRm_SUBST	   15981	   ∆rnc::cat86	   strain	   carrying	   the	   pFLAGIcaRm-‐SUBST-‐anti-‐SD	  

plasmid	  
4970	   This	  study	  

15981	  ∆yqfR	  pFLAGIcaRm	   15981	  ∆yqfR	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pFLAGIcaRm	  plasmid	   2704	   This	  study	  
15981	  ∆hfq	  pFLAGIcaRm	   15981	  ∆hfq::cat86	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pFLAGIcaRm	  plasmid	   2708	   This	  study	  
15981	  pSA14-‐PicaA53	   15981	  strain	  carrying	  the	  pSA14-‐PicaA53	  plasmid	   1449	   This	  study	  
	   	   	   	  

Escherichia	  coli	  strains	   	   	   	  
XL1	  Blue	   Used	  for	  cloning	  experiments	   	   Stratagene	  
XL1	  Blue	  pCN40	   XL1Blue	  carrying	  the	  pCN40	  plasmid	  from	  RN9594	  (NRS594)	   2648	   This	  study	  
BL21(DE3)	  rnc105	  	   BL21(DE3)	  rnc105	  recA	   4848	   [7]	  
BL21	  pET-‐15b	  RNase	  III	   BL21(DE3)	   rnc105	   recA	   strain	   carrying	   the	   pET-‐15b	   expressing	  

the	  S.	  aureus	  RNase	  III	  fused	  to	  His-‐tag	  
4767	   This	  study	  

aMicrobial	  Biofilm	  Laboratory	  strain	  collection	  number.	  
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