Table S4. The L. lactis Chi site is active in S. pneumoniae . 

	Genetic context


	Plasmid
	Relative transformation efficiency a

	WT
	pRC2
	1b

	rexB
	pRC2
	4.9

	WT
	pRC2Chi2
	12.1


Total DNA extracts from the WT strain carrying a plasmid with the putative Chi site show increased transformation efficiency, indicative of HMW accumulation by this plasmid. As previously observed in B. subtilis, transformation efficiency of plasmid extracts from a rexB strain that accumulates HMW due to recombinase rexAB inactivation is intermediate [1]. aAverage of 3 experiments. b Transformation of the WT strain with pRC2 gives an average of 3.3 10-2 transformants per g of DNA. 
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