
Supporting Information

Table S1. ILI case definitions reported by the national surveillance systems of the various countries of the
Influenzanet platform.

Country
ILI case definition

National Surveillance System WHO [1]

BE Sudden onset of fever with respiratory symptoms AND general symptoms.

DK

Sudden onset of fever or feverishness (chills) AND
any symptom of malaise, headache or muscle pain
AND at least one of the following symptoms: cough,
sore throat or shortness of breath.

Sudden onset of fever, muscle pain and respiratory
tract symptoms.

FR Sudden onset of fever >39◦C with respiratory symptoms AND myalgia.

IE

Sudden onset of symptoms with a temperature of
38◦C or more, in the absence of any other dis-
ease, with at least two of the following: dry cough,
headache, sore muscles and a sore throat.

ECDC case definition.

IT

Since 2014-2015: ECDC case definition. Before 2014-
2015: Sudden onset AND fever >38◦C AND at least
one of the following systemic symptoms: headache,
malaise, chills, sweats, fatigue; AND at least one
of the following respiratory symptoms: cough, sore
throat, nasal obstruction.

ECDC case definition.

NL Pel criteria: Acute onset AND rectal temperature >38◦C AND at least one of the following symptoms:

cough, coryza, sore throat, frontal headache, retrosternal pain, myalgia. [2]

PT

Sudden onset with at least one of the following sys-
temic symptoms: fever or feverishness, malaise or
weakness or prostration, headache, myalgia or gen-
eral pain (muscle or joint pain); AND at least one
of the following respiratory symptoms: cough, sore
throat or inflammation of the nasal or pharyngeal
mucosa without relevant respiratory signs (runny or
blocked nose, sneezing), difficulty breathing.

ECDC case definition.

ES

Sudden onset of symptoms with at least one of the
four general symptoms: fever, malaise, headache,
myalgia; AND at least one of the three respiratory
symptoms: cough, sore throat, dispnea; AND lack of
other suspected symptoms.

ECDC case definition.

UK No ILI case definition used.
Acute respiratory illness with physician–diagnosed
fever or complaint of feverishness.

Here, we show the definitions of ILI case in the various countries of the Influenzanet platform as reported by the national
surveillance systems and the WHO [1]. The table highlights the existing issue in the heterogeneity of the ILI case definition in
Europe. The ECDC case definition refers to the sudden onset of symptoms with one or more systemic symptoms (fever or
feverishness, malaise, headache, myalgia) plus one or more respiratory symptoms (cough, sore throat, shortness of breath).
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