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There is an error in the caption for Fig 1, “Instantaneous reproductive number as estimated by

the method of Cori et al. vs. cohort reproductive number estimated by Wallinga and Teunis”

sentence four. Please see the complete, correct Fig 1 caption here.

PLOS COMPUTATIONAL BIOLOGY

PLOS Computational Biology | https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009679 December 8, 2021 1 / 2

a1111111111

a1111111111

a1111111111

a1111111111

a1111111111

OPEN ACCESS

Citation: Gostic KM, McGough L, Baskerville EB,

Abbott S, Joshi K, Tedijanto C, et al. (2021)

Correction: Practical considerations for measuring

the effective reproductive number, Rt. PLoS

Comput Biol 17(12): e1009679. https://doi.org/

10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009679

Published: December 8, 2021

Copyright: © 2021 Gostic et al. This is an open

access article distributed under the terms of the

Creative Commons Attribution License, which

permits unrestricted use, distribution, and

reproduction in any medium, provided the original

author and source are credited.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009679
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009679&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2021-12-08
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009679&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2021-12-08
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009679&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2021-12-08
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009679&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2021-12-08
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009679&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2021-12-08
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009679&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2021-12-08
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009679
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009679
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Reference
1. Gostic KM, McGough L, Baskerville EB, Abbott S, Joshi K, Tedijanto C, et al. (2020) Practical consider-

ations for measuring the effective reproductive number, Rt. PLoS Comput Biol 16(12): e1008409.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1008409 PMID: 33301457

Fig 1. Instantaneous reproductive number as estimated by the method of Cori et al. vs. cohort reproductive

number estimated by Wallinga and Teunis. For each definition of Rt, arrows show the times at which infectors

(upwards) and their infectees (downwards) appear in the data. Curves show the generation interval distribution (A, B),

or serial interval distribution (C). (A) The instantaneous reproductive number quantifies the number of new infections

incident at a single point in time (ti, blue arrow), relative to the number of infections in the previous generation (green

arrows) and their current infectiousness (green curve). The methods of Cori et al. and of Bettencourt and Ribeiro

estimate the instantaneous reproductive number. This figure illustrates the Cori method. (B-C) The case reproductive

number is defined as the average number of new infections that an individual who becomes infected on day ti (green

arrows in B) or symptomatic on day ts (yellow arrows in C) will eventually go on to cause (blue downward arrows in B

and C). The first definition applies when estimating the case reproductive number using inferred times of infection,

and the second applies when using data on times of symptom onset. The method of Wallinga and Teunis estimates the

case reproductive number.
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