S2 Protocol: Single-round entry assay
In S3A Fig, trans-complemented HCV particles (HCVtcp) [1] were used for evaluating the HCV envelope-mediated entry process. HCVtcp was recovered from the culture supernatants of Huh7.5.1 cells transfected with expression vectors encoding HCV core to NS2 proteins and HCV subgenomic replicon RNA encoding the Gaussia luciferase gene upstream of the HCV non-structural region (SGR-Gluc/NS3m) [2]. Huh7.5.1 cells were inoculated with HCVtcp for 4 h, followed by washing out and incubating for an additional 72 h in fresh culture medium as described [1]. Luciferase activity in the supernatant was measured to assess HCV entry.
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