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S1 Fig. Preparation of pAAm hydrogel disks.  

(a) Dimensions of the acrylic mold used for the preparation of pAAm hydrogel disks. (b) In Step 

1, 210 µL of the reaction mixture, either containing or not containing nanoparticles, was pipetted 

into individual molds. A glass slide was placed on the samples to limit exposure to oxygen, 

which inhibits the polymerization reaction (Step 2). After waiting for 1 hour to ensure complete 

gelation, the hydrogel discs were taken from the mold for further testing (Step 3). 

 
 

 

  


