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Figure S2. MALDI TOF Mass Spectra of peptides from bacterial cell pellet (A) and S. suis culture supernatant (B and C). In all panels the top mass spectrum shows sample complexity in the range 700 Da to 8000 Da. The inserts show an expanded spectrum from 2470 Da to 2700 Da (panels A and B) and 1000 to 1100 (panel C). The bottom mass spectrum is expanded to show the putative full length ComS (arrowed in panels A and B) and truncated form of ComS inducing competence for transformation (arrowed in panel C). Samples for mass spectrometry were passed through a C18 Solid Phase Extraction (SPE) column and the resulting eluents applied to an analytical Reversed Phase HPLC column running an 25-46% acetonitrile 0.1% TFA gradient over 45 minutes. Fractions were collected at 1 minute intervals and assessed for the presence of peptides of interest using MALDI TOF Mass Spectrometry. Synthetic peptides were used as reference standards. 
