Appendix:

Ethical approvals by cohorts

For the ANRS COPANA cohort, ethical approval was granted by the Ile de France III CPPRB (Paris-Cochin) on 08 August 2003. For the ANRS CO18 cohort, ethical approval was granted by the Ile de France VII CPP (Bicêtre) on 11 May 2005 and by DGS (Direction Générale de la Santé) on 25 June 2005. For the Cascade Study, ethical approval for collaborating cohorts was granted by the following committees: Austrian HIV Cohort Study: Ethik-Kommission der Medizinischen Universität Wien, Medizinische Universität Graz–Ethikkommission, Ethikkommission der Medizinischen Universität Innsbruck, Ethikkommission des Landes Oberösterreich, Ethikkommission für das Bundesland Salzburg; PHAEDRA cohort: St Vincent's Hospital Human Research Ethics Committee; Southern Alberta Clinic Cohort: Conjoint Health Research Ethics Board of the Faculties of Medicine, Nursing and Kinesiology, University of Calgary; Aquitaine Cohort: Commission Nationale de l'Informatique et des Libertés (CNIL); French Hospital Database: Commission nationale de l'informatique et des libertés (CNIL); French PRIMO Cohort: Comite Consultatif de Protection des Personnes dans la Recherché Biomedicale (CPPRB); SEROCO Cohort: Commission Nationale de l'Informatique et des Libertés (CNIL); German HIV-1 Seroconverter Study: Charité, University Medicine Berlin; AMACS: Bioethics & Deontology Committee of Athens University Medical School and the National Organization of Medicines; Greek Haemophilia Cohort: Bioethics & Deontology Committee of Athens University Medical School and the National Organization of Medicines; ICoNA cohort: San Paolo Hospital Ethic Committee; Italian Seroconversion Study: Comitato etico dell'Istituto Superiore di Sanità; Amsterdam Cohort Studies in Homosexual Men and IDUs: Academic Medical Centre, University of Amsterdam; Oslo and Ulleval Hospital Cohorts: Regional komite for medisinsk forskningsetikk – Øst- Norge (REK 1); Badalona IDU Hospital Cohort: Comité Ético de Investigación Clínica del Hospital Universitari Germans Trias i Pujol; CoRIS-scv: Comité Ético de Investigación Clínica de La Rioja; Madrid Cohort: Ethics Committee of Universidad Miguel Hernandez de Elche; Valencia IDU Cohort: Comité Etico de Investigación Clínica del Hospital Dr. Peset-Valencia; Swiss HIV Cohort Study: Kantonale Ethikkommission, spezialisierte Unterkommission Innere Medizin, Ethikkommission beider Basel, Kantonale Ethikkommission Bern, Comité départemental d'éthique de médecine et médecine communautaire, Commission d'éthique de la recherche clinique, Université de Lausanne, Comitato etico cantonale, Ethikkommission des Kantons St.Gallen; UK Register of HIV Seroconverters: South Birmigham REC; Early Infection Cohorts: Kenya Medical Research Institute, Kenyatta National Hospital, Uganda Virus Research Institute Science and Ethics Committee, Uganda National Council for Science and Technology, Uganda Virus Research Institute Science and Ethics Committee, Uganda National Council for Science and Technology, University of Zambia Research Ethics Committee, Emory IRB, National Ethics Committee of Rwanda, University of Cape Town Research Ethics Committee, University of Kwazulu Natal Nelson R Mandela School of Medicine; Genital Shedding Study Cohort: University Hospitals of Cleveland, IRB for Human Investigation (CWRU), AIDS Research Committee (ARC), STD/AIDS Control Programme, Uganda Ministry of Health, Committee on Human Research (CHR), Office of Research Administration (UCSF), Biomedical Research & Training Institute (BRTI)–Zimbabwe, Institutional Review Office, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Medical Research Council of Zimbabwe (MRCZ). For the SCOPE study ethical approval was granted by the Committee on Human Research at the University of California, San Francisco and for the International HIV Controllers study: ethical approval was granted by the Partners Human Research Committee at Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, MA. Written informed consent was obtained from all participants.
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Dr Olivier Lambotte, Prof. Jean-François Delfraissy, Service de Médecine Interne, Hôpital de Bicêtre, Le Kremlin Bicêtre. Prof. Daniel Séréni, Service de Médecine Interne, Hôpital Saint Louis, Paris. Dr Isabelle Louis, Prof. Philippe Morlat, Service de Médecine Interne, Hôpital Saint André, Bordeaux. Dr Zucman, Prof. Olivier Blétry, Service de Médecine Interne, Hôpital Foch, Suresnes. Mme Michelle Pauchard, Prof. François Bricaire, Prof. Christine Katlama, Service des Maladies Infectieuses, Hôpital Pitié-Salpêtrière, Paris. Mme Marie-Pierre Pietri,Prof. Dominique Salmon-Céron, Service de Médecine Interne 2, Hôpital Cochin, Paris. Dr Christine Rouger, Prof. Gérard Rémy, Service des Maladies Infectieuses, Hôpital Robert Debré, Reims. Mr Bernard Warde, Mme Patricia Honoré, Prof. Alain Krivitzky, Service de Médecine Interne et Endocrinologie, Hôpital Avicenne, Bobigny. Mr Richier Laurent, Dr Olivier Patey, Service des Maladies Infectieuses et Tropicales, CHI Villeneuve Saint Georges, Villeneuve Saint Georges. Dr Laurence Gérard, Prof. Eric Oksenhendler, Service d'Immuno-pathologie, Hôpital Saint Louis, Paris. Mme Véronique Ronat, Prof. Frédéric Lucht, Service de Maladie Infectieuse, Hôpital Bellevue, Saint Etienne. Mme Huguette Berthe, Dr P. de Truchis, Service de Maladies Infectieuses et Tropicales, Hôpital Raymond Poincarré, Garches. Dr Michel Malet, Pr. Daniel Vittecoq, Service des Maladies Infectieuses, Hôpital Paul Brousse, Villejuif. Dr Camille Fontaine, Dr Laura Iordache, Pr.G Pialoux, Service des Maladies Infectieuses, Hôpital Tenon, Paris. Mme Dominique Bornarel, Prof. François Boué, Service de Médecine Interne, Hôpital Antoine Béclère, Clamart. Dr Pascale Koussignan, Prof. Laurence Weiss, Service d'Immunologie Clinique, HEGP, Paris. Mme Cécile Dumont, Prof. Alain Sobel, Service d'Immunologie Clinique, Hôpital Henri Mondor, Créteil. Dr Philippe Roussard, Prof. Pierre-Marie Girard, Service des Maladies Infectieuses, Médecin généraliste, Paris. Dr Caroline Lascoux, Dr Diane Ponscarme, Prof. Jean-Michel Molina, Service des Maladies Infectieuses, Hôpital Saint Louis, Paris. Dr Sylvie Abel, Dr André Cabié, Service de Maladies Infectieuses et Tropicales, Hôpital Pierre Zobda-Quitman, Fort de France, Martinique. Mme Isabelle Raymond, Prof. Jean-Marie Ragnaud, Service des Maladies Infectieuses B, Hôpital Pellegrin, Bordeaux. Dr François Jeanblanc, Service d'Immunologie, Pavillon P, Hôpital Edouard Herriot, Lyon. Dr Kouadjo Koffi, Prof. Christian Trépo, Service Hépato-gastroentérologie, Hôpital Hôtel Dieu, Lyon. Dr Eric Peyrouse, Prof. Jean-Albert Gastaut, Unité de Recherche Clinique, Hôpital Sainte Marguerite, Marseille. Mr Hervé Hüe, Prof. François Raffi, Service de Médecine Interne, Hôpital de l’Hôtel Dieu, Nantes. Mme Pascale Nau, Prof. Patrick Choutet, Service des Maladies Infectieuses, Hôpital Bretonneau, Tours. Mme Florence Balsarin, Prof. Patrice Massip, Service des Maladies Infectieuses, Hôpital Purpan, Toulouse. Mr Philippe Feret, Prof. Claude Bazin, Service des Maladies Infectieuses, Hôpital de la Côte de Nacre, Caen. Mme Pavel Simona, Prof. Yves Mouton, Service des Maladies Infectieuses, Hôpital Gustave Dron, Tourcoing. Mr Laurent Richier, Dr Michel Chousterman, Service des Médecine Interne, Centre Hospitalier Intercommunal, Créteil. Dr Christophe Michau, Service de Médecine Interne, Centre Hospitalier de Saint Nazaire, Saint Nazaire. Mme Barbara de Dieulevault, Dr Laurent Hocqueloux, Service de Maladies Infectieuses et Tropicales, Hôpital Orléans la Source, Orléans.
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