Supporting Information - Text S1.

Relationship between mass at birth and the subsequent daily milk intake of grey seal (Halichoerus grypus) pups.

Studies in domestic species suggest that variation in the suckling demands of offspring can have a substantial impact on the rate of milk production with larger offspring associated with increased levels of daily milk output (e.g. [1]). However, the relationship between pup size at birth and the subsequent daily milk production of females has not been examined for any species of pinniped. Using longitudinal data collected by Mellish et al. ([2]) from 18 grey seal mother-pup pairs we examined whether pups which are larger at birth have a higher subsequent daily milk intake. We found no relationship between the mass of pups at birth and their subsequent average daily milk intake either during the early stages of lactation (between birth and 5 days of age; Fig. S2A) or over the course of lactation (between birth and 15 days of age; Fig. S2B). These results are consistent with the observation that birth mass and the subsequent growth rates of pups through lactation are not related in grey seals [3].
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