Table S2. Characteristics of 99 excluded Korean studies

	Conditions
	Reference number
	First Author
	Reason for exclusion

	Low back pain
	[1]
	Moon 2001
	Back pain with or without referral to proximal extremity

	
	[2]
	Lee 2007 
	LBP with sciatica

	
	[3]
	Chang 2002
	Lumbar disc herniation

	
	[4]
	Kim 2008
	Bee Venom acupuncture used

	
	[5]
	Lee 2007a
	Bee Venom acupuncture used

	
	[6]
	Lee 2007b
	Lumbar disc herniation

	
	[7]
	Ko 2005
	Studied on healthy individuals

	
	[8]
	Yu 2006
	Lumbar disc herniation

	
	[9]
	Chae 2001
	Lumbar disc herniation

	
	[10]
	Chung 2003
	Lumbar disc herniation

	
	[11]
	Ahn 2002
	more than 60% (12/19) had specific pathological entities (disc herniation, degenerative intervertebral disc, spondylolisthesis)

	
	[12]
	Ryu 2001
	majority of patients (24/25) had specific pathological entities (disc herniation, spinal stenosis, compression fracture)

	
	[13]
	Kim 2005
	Bee Venom acupuncture used

	
	[14]
	Yoon 2010
	Lumbar disc herniation

	
	[15]
	Lee 2006
	Sciatica

	
	[16]
	Lee 1996
	Conditions combined (LBP and neck)

	Shoulder pain
	[17]
	Lee 2007
	MPS shoulder pain

	
	[18]
	Nam 2006a
	duplicated publication 

	
	[19]
	Kim 2007
	duplicated publication 

	
	[20]
	Nam 2006b
	duplicated publication 

	Insomnia
	[21]
	Sok 2000
	not a RCT

	Prevention of PONV
	[22]
	Kim 1996
	not PC6 stimulation

	
	[23]
	Lee 2007
	control: no waiting (not eligible for PONV review)

	Tension-type headache
	[24]
	Hong 2007
	Study period less than 8 weeks (2-week therapy + 1-week follow-up)

	Neck disorders
	[25]
	Lee 2003
	Not a traditional needle acupuncture (acupoint injection as a primary intervention)

	
	[26]
	Joung 2010
	Not a neck pain (headache due to whiplash injury)

	
	[27]
	Song 2007
	Not a traditional needle acupuncture (acupoint injection as a primary intervention)

	
	[28]
	Seol 2005
	Not a traditional needle acupuncture (acupoint injection as a primary intervention)

	
	[29]
	Cho 2006
	for healthy individuals

	
	[30]
	Park 2011
	Comparing two acupuncture techniques

	
	[31]
	Lee 2008
	Comparing two acupuncture techniques

	
	[32]
	Kim 2005
	Not a traditional needle acupuncture (acupoint injection as a primary intervention)

	
	[33]
	Kang 2002
	Not a traditional needle acupuncture (acupoint injection as a primary intervention)

	
	[34]
	Kim 2002
	Not a traditional needle acupuncture (acupoint injection as a primary intervention)

	Primary dysmenorrhea
	[35]
	Lee 2003
	already included in Cochrane review

	
	[36]
	Cho 2007
	Acupuncture is not a intervention of primary interest. Traditional herbal medicine was compared with traditional herbal medicine plus acupuncture.

	
	[37]
	Han 2009
	Duplicated publication. Unpublished manuscript for Master degree

	
	[38]
	Kim 2008
	The trial injected placenta extraction into the acupuncture point, this intervention did not meet the inclusion criteria

	
	[39]
	Lee 2007
	No information about duration of dysmenorrhea was available.

	
	[40]
	Yuk 2005
	Information whether true randomization or not reported. No information about duration of dysmenorrhea was available.

	Peripheral OA
	[41]
	Lee 2005
	Not a traditional needle acupuncture (acupressure with capsicum plaster)

	
	[42]
	Na 2007
	Not a traditional needle acupuncture (acupoint injection)

	
	[43]
	Min 2009
	Study observation periods less than 6 weeks 

	
	[44]
	Ryu 2004
	No description on randomization (random sampling, but no information regarding allocation methods)

	
	[45]
	Kim 2006
	comparing different acupuncture treatment programs (individualized versus standardized)

	
	[46]
	Lee 2003
	Not a traditional needle acupuncture (acupoint injection)

	
	[47]
	Seo 2008
	Not true randomization (allocated by visiting date)

	
	[48]
	Park 2006
	Comparing different acupuncture treatment programs: acupoint injection versus needle acupuncture

	
	[49]
	Kim 2009
	Not a traditional needle acupuncture (acupoint injection)

	
	[50]
	Kim 2008
	Not a traditional needle acupuncture (acupoint injection)

	
	[51]
	Park 2008
	comparing different acupuncture treatment programs (local points versus distal points)

	
	[52]
	Byun 2007
	comparing different acupuncture treatment programs (individualized versus standardized)

	
	[53]
	Min 2008
	Comparing different acupuncture treatment programs: warm needling with moxa versus needle acupuncture

	
	[54]
	Chae 2004
	comparing different acupuncture treatment programs (constitutional acupuncture versus body acupuncture)

	
	[55]
	Yang 2008
	Comparing different acupuncture treatment programs: acupoint injection versus warm needling

	
	[56]
	An 2006
	Comparing different acupuncture treatment programs: acupoint injection versus needle acupuncture

	Lateral elbow pain
	[57]
	An 2004
	Randomized controlled trial of 2 different methods of acupuncture. Not included in the review as not comparing acupuncture to placebo or another intervention.

	Smoking Cessation
	[58]
	Chae 2009
	Condition is not a smoking withdrawal syndrome

	Bell’s palsy
	[59]
	Kim 2004
	No description on randomization

	
	[60]
	Kim 2001
	No description on randomization (random sampling, but no information regarding allocation methods)

	
	[61]
	Kim 2010
	comparing different acupuncture treatment programs

	
	[62]
	Lee 2004
	No description on randomization (random sampling, but no information regarding allocation methods)

	
	[63]
	Park 2010
	comparing different acupuncture treatment programs

	
	[64]
	Choi 2010
	comparing different acupuncture treatment programs

	
	[65]
	Shin 2009
	Acupuncture was applied in both groups (routine ward care in TKM hospital plus acupoint injection versus routine care alone)

	
	[66]
	An 2005
	comparing different acupuncture treatment programs (electroacupuncture vs manual acupuncture)

	
	[67]
	Chun 2009
	No true randomization (allocated by admission date)

	
	[68]
	Choi 2009a
	comparing different acupuncture treatment programs; acupuncture was applied in each group

	
	[69]
	Choi 2009b
	Acupuncture was applied in both groups (routine ward care in TKM hospital plus acupoint injection versus routine care alone)

	
	[70]
	Hwang 2006
	Acupuncture was applied in both groups (acupuncture plus energy therapy versus acupuncture alone)

	Stroke rehabilitation
	[71]
	Lee 2007
	The duration of stroke since onset was not stated clearly in the trial; it was not possible to include data from this trial in the analysis

	
	[72]
	Lee 2005
	The trial aimed to assess effects of two methods of acupuncture on subacute or chronic stroke. Acupoints were different between the two groups.

	
	[73]
	Cho 2006
	The trial included patients with acute stroke (less than one month since onset). 
Confounded (general acupuncture intervention were adopted for routine rehabilitation care).

	
	[74]
	Cho 2005
	The trial aimed to assess effects of two methods of pharmacopuncture. Acupoints were the same between the two groups. 
Confounded (general acupuncture intervention were adopted for routine rehabilitation care).

	
	[75]
	Kim 2005
	Confounded (the trial aimed to assess the effects of the combination of acupuncture on specific interosseous area of hand, classic acupuncture, electroacupuncture and classic acupuncture, electroacupuncture).

	
	[76]
	Lee 2006
	Confounded (general acupuncture intervention were adopted for routine rehabilitation care).

	
	[77]
	Seo 1998
	The duration of stroke since onset was not stated in the trial; it was not possible to include data from this trial in the analysis

	
	[78]
	Eom 2009
	The duration of stroke since onset was not stated in the trial; it was not possible to include data from this trial in the analysis

The trial aimed to assess effects of two methods of acupuncture on subacute or chronic stroke. Acupoints were the same between the two groups.

	
	[79]
	Ko 2007
	The duration of stroke since onset was not stated clearly in the trial; it was not possible to include data from this trial in the analysis

	
	[80]
	Choi 2003
	The duration of stroke since onset was not stated clearly in the trial; it was not possible to include data from this trial in the analysis

	
	[81]
	Lee 1997
	The trial included patients with acute stroke (less than one month since onset). 
The trial aimed to assess effects of two methods of acupuncture on subacute or chronic stroke. Acupoints were different between the two groups.

	
	[82]
	Cho 2002
	The trial included patients with acute stroke (less than one month since onset). 
The trial aimed to assess effects of two methods of acupuncture on subacute or chronic stroke. Acupoints were different between the two groups.

	
	[83]
	Ryu 2006
	The trial aimed to assess effects of two methods of acupuncture (compare high frequency electroacupuncture and low frequency electroacupuncture).
Confounded (general acupuncture intervention were adopted for routine rehabilitation care).

	
	[84]
	Bae 2004
	The trial included patients with acute stroke (less than one month since onset). 
Confounded (general acupuncture intervention were adopted for routine rehabilitation care).

	
	[85]
	Sim 2003
	The trial aimed to assess effects of two methods of acupuncture (compare the effect between Yin and Yang meridians electroacupuncture).
The trial included patients with acute stroke (less than one month since onset). 

	
	[86]
	Kim 2008
	The duration of stroke since onset was not stated clearly in the trial; it was not possible to include data from this trial in the analysis
Confounded (general acupuncture intervention were adopted for routine rehabilitation care).

	
	[87]
	Noh 2010
	Confounded (general acupuncture intervention were adopted for routine rehabilitation care).

	
	[88]
	Ryu 2001
	duplicated publication

	
	[89]
	Noh 2009
	Confounded (general acupuncture intervention were adopted for routine rehabilitation care).

	
	[90]
	Gwak 2009
	The duration of stroke since onset was not stated clearly in the trial; it was not possible to include data from this trial in the analysis.
The trial primarily aimed to assess the effects of acupuncture on the pain control in patients with CPSP after stroke.

	
	[91]
	Kim 2000
	The trial included patients with acute stroke (less than one month since onset). 
Confounded (the trial aimed to assess effects of electro-acupuncture compared with other active controls (FES, NMES)).

	
	[92]
	Lee 2004
	The duration of stroke since onset was not stated clearly in the trial; it was not possible to include data from this trial in the analysis
No outcome measures of interest were available in the trial, which aimed to assess the effects of acupuncture for insomnia after stroke.
Confounded (general acupuncture intervention were adopted for routine rehabilitation care).

	
	[93]
	Cho 2003
	The trial aimed to assess the effects of combination of body and scalp acupuncture compared with body acupuncture only.

The trial included patients with acute stroke (less than one month since onset).

	Acute Stroke
	[94]
	Seo 2001a
	The trial aimed to assess effects of two kinds of acupuncture on acute stroke (compare contralateral acupuncture with ipsilateral acupuncture).

	
	[95]
	Seo 2001b
	The trial aimed to assess effects of two kinds of acupuncture on acute stroke (compare contralateral acupuncture with ipsilateral acupuncture).

	
	[96]
	Kim 2007
	The trial aimed to assess effects of two kinds of acupuncture on acute stroke (compare high frequency electroacupuncture and low frequency electroacupuncture).
Confounded (general acupuncture intervention were adopted for routine rehabilitation care).

	
	[97]
	Ryu 2002
	Confounded (general acupuncture intervention were adopted for routine rehabilitation care).

	Dysphagia in acute stroke
	[98]
	Yang 2008
	Different methods of electro-stimulation on acupoints were compared without a control group of placebo, sham or no intervention

The trial included patients with subacute or chronic stroke (more than one month since onset).

	CINV
	[99]
	Seong 2010
	Not explicitly stated randomization (non-equivalent control group pre-post test design)


LBP: low back pain; MPS: myofascial pain syndrome; RCT: randomized controlled trial; PONV: postoperative nausea and vomiting; OA: osteoarthritis; TKM: traditional Korean medicine; CPSP: central poststroke pain; FES: functional electrical stimulation; NMES: neuromuscular electrical stimulation; CINV; chemotherapy induced nausea and vomiting
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