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Text S1: Grave furnishing 
 
Even though the restoration of the finds has not yet been completed, enormous richness of grave 

furnishing is already evident (Fig. 2; Fig S1 a-c). It includes clothing equipment, jewellery, weaponry 

as well as items of daily use and ceramic vessels. The very thorough excavation furthermore revealed 

many discolorations by organic grave goods, such as wooden vessels, which are usually lacking. 

Despite disturbance by grave robbery, many inhumations were wealthily equipped. Owing to the 

careful research excavation, it was in many cases even possible to identify objects which were stolen 

from the graves in ancient times. Items of weaponry in 84 % of the interments of adult and juvenile 

males indicate the relevance of a military component at the site. In correspondence to the large number 

of weapon graves, the furnishing of the women’s graves with brooches is especially rich [1, p. 408]. 

Half of these interments (n = 7) revealed 16 fibulae. Precious items of costume, such as bow brooches, 

occurred exclusively in undisturbed, unusually deep and elaborately constructed graves. There they 

were combined with a pair of S-fibulae, which corresponds to fashion trends of the row grave 

civilization of the 6th century. Lombardian cemeteries in Pannonia, Moravia, Austria, Slovenia, and 

Italy revealed very similar grave furnishings for males and females, which enlightens contacts and ties 

among the areas which were postulated to have been crossed by the Lombardian Migration (e. g. S-

brooches of the Varpalota type in grave 21 [2, p. 373, Anm. 52] cf. [3, plates 70, 4, 188, Fig. 13.B.3-5, 

5]. The appearance of identical types in Merovingian (western) areas of the row grave civilization is 

usually interpreted as evidence of resettlement of the Lombards [6]. However, in the 6th century when 

mobility played a significant role, long distance contacts due to trade, war, and intermarriage, and 

independent from ethnically determined migrations are very likely. Moreover, other grave goods, such 

as ceramics, and the grave constructions point to strong ties towards the central German-Thuringian 

area (cf. [7, 8, p. 198-199, Fig. 10-11, p. 224-225] for Thuringian brooches and ceramics see also 

maps in [4, p. 195, Fig. 20.1-2]). Some artefact groups revealed very close similarities among 

Pannonian, Moravian and in some cases even central German finds which indicate production in 

identical workshops.  
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S1 c): Reconstruction of grave 21 (female). 

(drawing: F. Spangenberg, illu-atelier.de;  

LVR-Landesmuseum Bonn). 

S1 a):  Grave 21 (female) during the 
excavation (Photo: U. v. Freeden, T. 
Vida). 
 

S1 b): Grave 18 (male) during the excavation (Photo: 

U. v. Freeden, T. Vida). 
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