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two additional articles included by reading reviews
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Potentially appropriate articles to be included in meta-analysis   (n=24)





Articles excluded (n=82)


Reason for exclusion:


Not RCT design (n=26)


Included advanced breast cancer (n=4)


The primary outcome was not DFS or OS(n=26)


Taxane was not the target drug or both arms included taxane (n=26)          


                                                                                 





Potential articles from meeting and website (n=886)





Articles included in meta-analysis (n=23)





Articles excluded (n=3)


    One article without relevant outcomes


One article included locally advanced BC


The data of one article from both arms could not analysed separately 





Articles reviewed in details (n=106)





Abstracts and title excluded during first screening (n=5042)





Potential articles from PubMed, EMBASE, and the Cochrane (n=4262)





19 trials included in 23 articles


    Articles with full text (n=18)  


Articles with abstract form only  (n=5)                    
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