Table S2.  Plasmids used in this study

	Plasmid
	Relevant features
	GenBank accession number
	Source or Reference

	pEXKm4
	Allelic exchange vector;

KmR; sacB (SucS); I-SceI counterselection
	FJ797516
	1[]


	pEXKm5
	Allelic exchange vector;

KmR; sacB (SucS); I-SceI counterselection; allows blue-white selection of merodioplids due to uidA gene
	GQ200735
	1[]


	pEXGm5B
	Allelic exchange vector;

GmR; sacB (SucS); I-SceI counterselection; allows blue-white selection of merodioplids due to uidA gene
	
	This study

	pCR2.1
	TA-cloning vector; AmpR, KmR
	
	Invitrogen, Carlsbad, CA

	pGEM®-T Easy
	TA-cloning vector; AmpR
	
	Promega, Madison, WI

	pBADSce
	Burkholderia ts replicon; ZeoR; 

arabinose inducible expression of I-SceI
	FJ797515 


	1[]


	pPS856 (pFGm)
	Source of GmR gene
	
	2[]


	pFKm2
	FRT flanked KmR cassette; KmR
	EU215433
	3[]


	pFKm4
	FRT flanked KmR cassette; KmR
	
	This study

	pCC1FOS-708a-6
	pCC1FOS with 708a 141-kb deletion borders
	
	4[]


	pEXKm4ΔMBA::FRTKm
	∆(mbaS-mbaF)::FRT-nptII-FRT deletion construct
	
	This study

	pEXGm5Δ141::FRTKm
	∆(BURPS1710b_2054-BURPS1710b_2155)::FRT-nptII-FRT deletion construct
	
	This study

	pEXKm5ΔfptA
	∆fptA deletion construct
	
	This study

	pEXGm5ΔpchA::FRTKm
	∆pchA::FRT-nptII-FRT deletion construct
	
	This study

	pEXGm5ΔpchBA::FRTKm
	∆(pchBA)::FRT-nptII-FRT deletion construct
	
	This study

	pEXGm5ΔPCH::FRTKm
	∆(pchA-fptA)::FRT-nptII-FRT deletion construct
	
	This study

	pEXGm5ΔHMU::FRTKm
	∆(hmuV- BURPS1710b_A1781)::FRT-nptII-FRT deletion construct
	
	This study

	pEXGm5ΔHEM::FRTKm
	∆(btuC-BURPS1710b_3209)::FRT-nptII-FRT deletion construct
	
	This study


Abbreviations: Amp, ampicillin; Gm, gentamicin; Km, kanamycin; R, resistance; S, sensitive/susceptible; Suc, sucrose; Zeo, zeocin. 
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