	MEDLINE (1950-2006) and CINAHL (1982-2006) were searched in January 2007 using the following search strategy:

1

(clinical trials or clinical trials).mp.

2

Clinical trials, phase III.mp.

3

Clinical trials, phase IV/

4

multicentre studies.mp. or multicenter studies/

5

controlled clinical trials.mp. or controlled clinical trials/

6

randomized controlled trial.mp. or randomized controlled trial/

7

randomised controlled trial.mp. or randomised controlled trial/

8

randomized controlled trials.mp. or randomized controlled trials/

9

randomised controlled trials.mp. or randomised controlled trials/

10

controlled clinical trials.mp. or controlled clinical trials/

11

(Clinical adj3 trial$).tw.

12

(controlled adj3 trial$).tw.

13

rcts.mp.

14

trial$.mp.

15

therapeutic human experimentation.mp. or therapeutic human experimentation/

16

1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15

17

methodology, research.mp.

18

research methodology.mp.

19

methodology.mp.

20

research techniques.mp.

21

research technics.mp.

22

research design.mp. [mp=ti, hw, ab, it, ot, nm]

23

experimental design.mp. [mp=ti, hw, ab, it, ot, nm]

24

methodological stud$.mp. [mp=ti, hw, ab, it, ot, nm]

25

design, experimental.mp. [mp=ti, hw, ab, it, ot, nm]

26

study, methodological.mp. [mp=ti, hw, ab, it, ot, nm]

27

studies, methodological.mp.

28

group processes.mp. or group processes/

29

consensus.mp. or consensus/

30

consensus development conferences, NIH/ or "consensus development conference, NIH".mp. [mp=ti, hw, ab, it, ot, nm]

31

consensus development conferences/ or "consensus development conference".mp. [mp=ti, hw, ab, it, ot, nm]

32

focus group$.mp. or focus groups/

33

group structure.mp. or group structure/

34

delphi technique.mp. or delphi technique/

35

nominal group$.mp. or nominal group/

36

"congresses [publication type]"/ or congresses/ or congresses.mp.

37

consumer participation.mp. or consumer participation/

38

patient participation.mp. or patient participation/

39

literature review.mp. or "Review Literature"/

40

systematic review.mp.

41

17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 or 22 or 23 or 24 or 25 or 26 or 27 or 28 or 29 or 30 or 31 or 32 or 33 or 34 or 35 or 36 or 37 or 38 or 39 or 40

42

"outcome assessment (health care)".mp. or "Outcome Assessment (Health Care)"/

43

treatment outcome.mp. or treatment outcome/

44

patient outcome assessment.mp.

45

outcome measures.mp.

46

outcome studies.mp.

47

outcomes assessment.mp.

48

assessment, outcomes.mp.

49

treatment failure.mp. or treatment failure/

50

outcome$.mp.

51

outcome determination/ or outcome.mp.

52

endpoint$.mp.

53

end point$.mp.

54

42 or 43 or 44 or 45 or 46 or 47 or 48 or 49 or 50 or 51 or 52 or 53

55

child$.mp. or child$/

56

paediatric$.mp.

57

pediatric$.mp.

58

infant/ or infan$.mp.

59

young$.mp.

60

Toddler.mp.

61

bab$.mp.

62

child, preschool/ or preschool$.mp.

63

Pre-school.mp.

64

Adolesc$.mp. or adolescent/

65

Teenage$.mp.

66

youth$.mp.

67

55 or 56 or 57 or 58 or 59 or 60 or 61 or 62 or 63 or 64 or 65 or 66

68

16 and 41 and 54 and 67

69

remove duplicates from 68



	SCOPUS was searched in January 2007 using the following search strategy:

((TITLE-ABS-KEY(clinical trial*)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(controlled clinical trial*)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(randomi?ed controlled trial*)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(multicentre stud* OR multicenter stud*)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(rcts))) AND ((TITLE-ABS-KEY(research methodology OR methodolog* stud*)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(research design OR experimental design)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(consensus OR consensus development)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(focus group* OR group processes)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(delphi technique OR congresses)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(consumer participation OR consumer participation)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(literature review OR systematic review))) AND ((TITLE-ABS-KEY(outcome*)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(endpoint*)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(end point*)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(outcome measure* OR outcome stud* OR outcome assessment)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(patient outcome OR treatment outcome))) AND ((TITLE-ABS-KEY(child*)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(paediatric* OR pediatric*)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(bab* OR toddler* OR infan*)) OR (TITLE-ABS-KEY(young OR pre-school OR preschool)) OR 26)


	Cochrane database of systematic reviews, Cochrane database of abstracts reviews of effects, Cochrane database of methodology reviews, Cochrane methodology register and Cochrane central register of controlled trials (CENTRAL) were searched in December 2006 using the following search strategy:

#1

clinical trial*:ti,ab,kw OR controlled clinical trial:ti,ab,kw
#2

randomi?ed controlled trial*:ti,ab,kw
#3

multicentre stud* OR multicenter stud*
#4

(#1 OR #2 OR #3)
#5

research methodol*:ti,ab,kw OR methodol:ti,ab,kw
#6

research design:ti,ab,kw OR experimental design:ti,ab,kw
#7

methodolog* stud*:ti,ab,kw
#8

consensus:ti,ab,kw OR consensus development:ti,ab,kw
#9

focus group*:ti,ab,kw 
#10

group processes:ti,ab,kw
#11

consumer participation:ti,ab,kw OR patient participation:ti,ab,kw
#12

literature review:ti,ab,kw OR systematic review:ti,ab,kw
#13

(#5 OR #6 OR #7 OR #8 OR #9 OR #10 OR #11 OR #12)
#14

outcome*:ti,ab,kw
#15

outcome*:ti,ab,kw
#16

outcome measure*:ti,ab,kw
#17

outcome stud*:ti,ab,kw OR outcome assessment*:ti,ab,kw
#18

patient outcome:ti,ab,kw OR treatment outcome:ti,ab,kw
#19

(#14 OR #15 OR #16 OR #17 OR #18)
#20

paediatric*:ti,ab,kw OR pediatric*:ti,ab,kw
#21

child*:ti,ab,kw
#22

bab*:ti,ab,kw
#23

infan*:ti,ab,kw
#24

toddler*:ti,ab,kw
#25

preschool:ti,ab,kw OR pre-school:ti,ab,kw
#26

adolescen*:ti,ab,kw
#27

youth*:ti,ab,kw
#28

teenage*ti,ab,kw
#29

(#20 OR #21 OR #22 OR #23 OR #24 OR #25 OR #26 OR #27 OR #28)
#30

(#4 AND #13 AND #19 AND #29)



