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As a peer reviewer for PLOS Biology, you will 

receive an email inviting you to review a 

manuscript in Aperta™. 

Your invitation will include the manuscript 

title, abstract, and author list. 

Click the links in the email to accept or 

decline the invitation.
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If you have used Aperta before or already 

have a PLOS account, click "Sign in with 

PLOS" and enter your credentials on the 

next page.

If you have forgotten your password, click 

"Forgot your password" on the sign-in page 

to have reset instructions emailed to you.
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If you are new to PLOS, you will 

need to set up your PLOS account 

before you can view the manuscript. 

Fill out the form and then click 

“Create Account.”
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Once you accept the invitation, you will 

see the manuscript text on the screen.  

Click on the cards to view more 

information about the submission and 

access your reviewer form.
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Click the Downloads link to access 

Word and PDF versions.

Microsoft Word submissions are 

downloadable in PDF with figures 

embedded. PDF submissions will 

download as submitted with any 

separate figure or supporting 

information files appended at the end.
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Click on the Review card to access the 

review questions and enter your 

comments.
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Complete the review questions and leave relevant 

comments in the free text boxes provided on the 

reviewer form. 
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If you are reviewing a manuscript revision, 

you can view your past comments in the gray 

bar at the bottom of the reviewer form. 
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When you are ready, click the green "submit 

this report” button to send your review to 

the journal office.
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Aperta will ask you to confirm in case you 

have last-minute edits. If you are ready to 

submit your review, click "Yes, I'm sure."

And that’s it!
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Thank you for reviewing for PLOS Biology. 

Aperta is in active development, so please 

send us feedback on your experience at 

any point using Aperta’s feedback link. 

You can also email your suggestions and 

input to apertasupport@plos.org.

If you have more questions, check the complete reviewer guide.

mailto:apertasupport@plos.org
http://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/s/aperta-user-guide-for-reviewers

